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A N N U A L
R E P O R T

M I S S I O N
As the nonprofit par tner

to the St. Louis Aquarium

at Union Station,

the St. Louis Aquarium

Foundation

engages the community

through providing access

and education programs

and ser ving as the

region’s recognized voice

for water stewardship.
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W E  F O R G E T  T H A T  
T H E  W A T E R  C Y C L E  
A N D  T H E  L I F E  C Y C L E  
A R E  O N E .

                          - J A C Q U E S  C O U S T E A U



L E T T E R  F R O M  T H E  E X E C U T I V E  D I R E C T O R

Dear Aquarium Foundation Friends,

We often hear “Water is Life” and while we may accept it to be true, the importance of water is often taken
for granted.  Water is essential for human health, for fish and all wildlife to survive, for plants to grow and
produce oxygen.  It’s the backbone of life.  Through the formation of the St. Louis Aquarium Foundation 
in 2017 – and the creation of our partner, the St. Louis Aquarium at Union Station – water has been and will 
be at the forefront. 

From the early planning stages of the Aquarium, architects designed each habitat to sustain the aquatic 
life it supports.  The life support engineers ensured the exhibits have the right kind of water – sal t or fresh 
water – as well as the right temperature, pH balance, and lighting.  The St. Louis Aquarium is the perfect 
backdrop for introducing marine science to our community, and that is where the St. Louis Aquarium 
Foundation comes in. 

E ven before the Foundation’s Conser vation & Education Center and the Aquarium opened at Union Station at 
the end of 2019, we wanted to be invol ved in local water conser vation issues.  First we had to let people know 
that we are here and who we are.  We are grateful to the many people and organizations who talked with us 
about the great work they are doing across the city, state, country, and even globally, and how we can 
suppor t or par tner in their work .  In addition to pro viding free Aquarium visits and education programs, one of 
our core objectives is to be the region’s recognized voice for water stewardship.  We realize that is not going 
to happen overnight, and we appreciate the support you pro vided to the Foundation in our opening year. 

Through the theme of WATER, this report will take you through our 2019 year, leading up to the Aquarium’s 
grand opening on December 25, 2019.  It is amazing to have been a part of the creation of the St. Louis 
Aquarium; inspiring to educate kids and adults on aquatic life and science; and humbling to receive your 
encouragement as we stri ve to educate people about our local water ways, the vast oceans, and ho w 
indi viduals can make a difference in their community and to aquatic wildlife.

Thank you for belie ving in our mission and being a par t of making our region an even stronger place to  
li ve, work and play. 

In appreciation,

Diane Bauhof, CFRE
Executive Director



C R E A T E D  E I G H T  I N T E R A C T I V E  E X H I B I T S
o n  t h e  t o p i c  o f  w a t e r  s t e w a r d s h i p  a n d  
t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  o f  o u r  r i v e r s  t o  b e  f e a t u r e d  
i n  t h e  f r e e - a d m i s s i o n  C o n s e r v a t i o n  &  
E d u c a t i o n  C e n t e r  w h i c h  o p e n e d  o n  
D e c e m b e r  2 5 ,  2 0 1 9 .   T h e  C e n t e r  f e a t u r e s  
a  b e a u t i f u l  a n d  p o i g n a n t  s c u l p t u r e  b y  
a r t i s t  G a r t h  B r i t z m a n  m a d e  f r o m  5 , 0 0 0  
p l a s t i c  b o t t l e s .

P A R T I C I P A T E D  I N  T H E  
2 0 1 9  E A R T H  D A Y  F E S T I V A L
i n  Fo r e s t  P a r k ,  a s  a  s p o n s o r  a n d  w i t h  a  
b o o t h ,  w h e r e  w e  -  w i t h  t h e  h e l p  o f  s t u d e n t s
f r o m  T h e  S t .  M i c h a e l  S c h o o l  o f  C l a y t o n  -  
e n g a g e d  p e o p l e  w i t h  c o n s e r v a t i o n - t h e m e d  
t r i v i a  q u e s t i o n s  a n d  s h a r e d  a b o u t  t h e  
m i s s i o n  o f  t h e  A q u a r i u m  Fo u n d a t i o n .  

S P O N S O R E D  T H E  O C E A N  P R O J E C T  A N D  
W O R L D  O C E A N S  D A Y
i n  J u n e ,  a n d  h e l d  a n  I n s t a g r a m  v i d e o  
c o n t e s t  t o  t h e  t h e m e  o f :   “ W h y  s h o u l d  I  
c a r e  a b o u t  t h e  o c e a n  w h e n  I  l i v e  i n  t h e  
m i d d l e  o f  t h e  c o u n t r y ? ”   T h e  w i n n i n g  
v i d e o  w a s  m a d e  b y  s t u d e n t s  a t  
S t .  J o s e p h ’ s  A c a d e m y  i n  S t .  L o u i s ,  M O .  

P A R T I C I P A T E D  I N  C O M M U N I T Y  R I V E R  
C L E A N - U P  E V E N T S  
a n d  a  r e c y c l i n g  p r o g r a m  a t  B u s c h  S t a d i u m ,  
j o i n i n g  a  c o m b i n e d  2 , 5 0 0  v o l u n t e e r s  w h o  
c l e a n e d  u p  m o r e  t h a n  2 1  t o n s  o f  t r a s h  a n d  
r e c y c l a b l e s  f r o m  o u r  w a t e r w a y s .

  •  C o n f l u e n c e  Tr a s h  B a s h  
     M i s s i s s i p p i  R i v e r,  M a r c h  2 0 1 9

  •  S t .  L o u i s  C a r d i n a l s ’  G r e e n  Te a m  
     B u s c h  S t a d i u m ,  A u g u s t  2 0 1 9

  •  O p e r a t i o n  C l e a n  S t r e a m  
     M e r a m e c  R i v e r,  A u g u s t  2 0 1 9

  •  M i s s o u r i  R i v e r  R e l i e f  
     M i s s o u r i  R i v e r,  S e p t e m b e r  2 0 1 9

A T E R  S T E W A R D S H I P

Photo by Tom Paule

Photo by Tom Paule

P hoto by Karl Lund

Photo by Tom Paule

Photo by Tom Paule

Photo by Karl Lund



A  C O R N E R S T O N E  O F  O U R  

M I S S I O N  I S  P R O V I D I N G

F R E E  A Q U A R I U M  A D M I S S I O N

T O  U N D E R - R E S O U R C E D  

S C H O O L S  A N D  F A M I L I E S  

I N  T H E  R E G I O N .

I N  2 0 1 9 ,  W E  E S T A B L I S H E D  

A  G O A L  O F  P R O V I D I N G

2 0 , 0 0 0  F R E E  A D M I S S I O N S  

I N  O U R  I N A U G U R A L  Y E A R .

B Y  T H E  E N D  O F  2 0 1 9 ,

W E  H A D  R E C E I V E D  M O R E  

T H A N  3 5 0  I N Q U I R I E S  

F R O M  U N D E R S E R V E D  

S C H O O L S .

C C E S S  F O R  A L L

Photo by Tom Paule

Photo by Tom Paule

P hoto by Kar l Lund
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A Q U A R I U M  F O U N D A T I O N
F Y 2 0 1 9  F I N A N C I A L S

R A I S E D  $ 4 0 , 8 5 9

F R O M  4 5  I N A U G U R A L

M E M B E R S  O F  O U R  G L O B A L

W A T E R S  C I R C L E  A N D

A Q U A R I U M  F R I E N D S  C I R C L E

M E M B E R S H I P  P R O G R A M S .

R A I S E D  $ 2 0 5 , 5 3 6

T H R O U G H  5 1 8  

C O M M E M O R A T I V E  F I S H  

P L A Q U E S .

R A I S E D  

$2,271,565
I N  2 0 1 9

Expenses in 2019 were dedicated to fundraising, community

outreach, exhibit development for the Conservation & Education

Center (CEC), hiring staff and launching the volunteer program.

The restricted revenues in 2019 were allocated to the H 0 Friends 

program and for Foundation classroom equipment.  $1.8 million

of the unrestricted revenues were earmarked for the CEC

exhibit development.

99%

2

A L L Y  T H E  N U M B E R S

55%

29% 16%1%



F O R M E D  T H E  E D U C A T I O N  

A D V I S O R Y  C O U N C I L  
w i t h  1 7  m e m b e r s  r e p r e s e n t i n g  
s c h o o l s  a n d  e d u c a t i o n  
o r g a n i z a t i o n s  i n  t h e  S t .  L o u i s  
a r e a  t o  h e l p  g u i d e  t h e  
Fo u n d a t i o n ’ s  p r o g r a m  
c u r r i c u l u m .

H E L D  O U R  F I R S T  

C U R R I C U L U M  W O R K S H O P  
i n  J u n e  t o  g a t h e r  i n p u t  a n d  
i d e a s  f r o m  2 3  a r e a  t e a c h e r s
r e p r e s e n t i n g  a  v a r i e t y  o f
d i s t r i c t s  a n d  g r a d e  l e v e l s .
T h e  g r o u p  h e l p e d  g u i d e  t h e
A q u a r i u m  Fo u n d a t i o n ’ s  c l a s s  
c o n t e n t  a n d  o n l i n e  r e s o u r c e s .

C R E A T E D  T H E  

P I L O T  P R O G R A M  
f o r  f i e l d  t r i p s  a n d  e d u c a t i o n  
c l a s s e s  a n d  s c h e d u l e d  t h e  
p a r t i c i p a t i n g  s c h o o l s  f o r  
J a n u a r y / Fe b r u a r y  2 0 2 0 .

D U C A T I O N  P R O G R A M S

Photo by Tom Paule

Photo by Tom Paule

P hoto by Karl Lund
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E M A R K A B L E  F E A T S

Yo u  C u r r e n t  
K e e p i n g  

O P E N E D  T H E  C O N S E R V A T I O N
&  E D U C A T I O N  C E N T E R
o n  D e c e m b e r  2 5 ,  2 0 1 9 ,  i n
p a r t n e r s h i p  w i t h  t h e  S t .  L o u i s  
A q u a r i u m  a t  U n i o n  S t a t i o n .

C O M P L E T E D  A  T H R E E - Y E A R
S T R A T E G I C  P L A N
f o c u s i n g  o n  f i v e  p r i o r i t y  a r e a s :
C o m m u n i t y  A w a r e n e s s  a n d  
F u n d r a i s i n g ,  W a t e r  S t e w a r d s h i p ,  
E d u c a t i o n ,  A c c e s s ,  a n d  O p e r a t i o n a l  
E x c e l l e n c e .

L A U N C H E D  
t h e  A q u a r i u m  Fo u n d a t i o n  w e b s i t e :
s t l a q u a r i u m f o u n d a t i o n . o r g
a n d  Fa c e b o o k  p a g e :
facebook .com/stlaquariumfoundation 

I N T R O D U C E D  T H E  
F O U N D A T I O N ’ S  E - N E W S L E T T E R  
b y  s e n d i n g  t w o  i s s u e s  o f
                     t o  1 3 , 0 0 0  p e o p l e .

I N I T I A T E D  A  V O L U N T E E R
P R O G R A M
a n d  r e c r u i t e d  a n d  t r a i n e d  7 5
v o l u n t e e r s  f o r  t h e  A q u a r i u m
G r a n d  O p e n i n g . Photo by Tom Paule

Photo by Tom Paule

P hoto by Karl Lund

Photo by Tom Paule

Photo by Tom Paule

Photo by Karl Lund



$1,000,000+
The Bauer Foundation
O’Loughlin 
  Family Foundation

$250,000-$499,999
Kent Family Foundation

$100,000-$249,999
PGAV

$25,000-$99,999
Arthur Duraski
Frederic Roofing Co. 

$10,000-$24,999
Metropolitan 
  St. Louis Sewer District
Timothy & Mary Ney
Nancy & Joe Sellinger
Tetra

$1,000-$9,999
Bank of Washington
Adam Bertrand
Janet Bone
BRiC Partnership
Build- A -Bear
Tony & Chelly Caleca
Chameleon 
  Integrated Services
Maxine Clark and Bob Fox
CliftonLarsonAllen
Julie Dietzel
Ecolab Inc.
Laura Emge
Engelhardt 
  Family Foundation
Enterprise Bank & Trust 
  Foundation
Lois Fellin
First Bank
Richard Fitzer
Beth and Brock Fitzgerald
Fixture Contracting
Emily & William Simmons
Karen & Lawrence Goering
Robert Goldstein
Bob & Carolyn Guest
Keith & Cindi Guller
Surendra & Karen Gupta
Ann Hogan

Mike & Martha Hogan
Hogan Transportation
Horner & Shifrin
Jefferson Bank & Trust
Dale Keter
Megan & Quinn Kiley
Anthony Kruse
LaVerne Lorenzini
Sean McCarthy
Nancy Clare Morgan 
  & Nick Barto
Laura Morrison
Neighbors Credit Union
Melissa & George Paz
David Piston
Joan Putz
Justin Ries
Edward Rose
Diane & Donald Schrader
Frank Sczurek
Anita Siegmund
Susie & Joe Sivewright
Chad Smith
St. Louis Area 
  Saltwater Hobbyists
St. Louis Cardinals
Blake Stewart
Stratman Sports
Nancy Suelflow
U. S. Bank
Richard Wagner
Brad & Laura Wilson
Eileen Winter
Steve & Erin Witthaus
zoOceanarium Group

$500-$999
Diane & Mike Bauhof
Robert Bedwell
Traci Bell
Berkshire Hathaway 
  Home Services 
  Alliance Real Estate
Jeffrey Bosaw
Patricia Bowolak
Leslie Breckenkamp
Shelby Brett
Bruton Stroube Studios
Eric Cadell

Chesterfield Day School
Christopher Doyon
El-Mel, Inc.
Molly Engleking
Craig Evans
Michael Forsberg
Geotechnology
Denise Graham
James Graser
Sara Gregerson
Health Care Family 
  Credit Union
Courtney Hill
Emily Howard
Robert Jackson
Hannah June
Rhonda Kaiser
Bradley & Annette Keller
Kristie Kneebone
Stephanie & Alex Lee
William Lee
LifeWaters Adaptive 
  Scuba Program
Jordan Mandel
Susan Miraflores
Shannon & Steve Mitchell
Jennifer Moes
Sara Newell
Paul Oberlin
Divesh & Rachana 
  Pradhan
Kristin Pratt
Tom Reeves
Rachel Rhodes
Rinesmith Family
Scott Rothman
Dr. Charles and 
  Dr. Liz Schmitz
Andrea Schulte
Amy Selzer
Shur-Way Auto Body Inc.
Larry Sidener
Tulina & Ashish Sinha
Darlene & Bill Skaggs
Dustin Snyder
Dr. Caroline Swift
Cecilia Tobias
University City 
  School District
Steven Von Kriegenbergh
Gail Wade
Timothy Warren
Barbara Weekley
Alexandra Welsko
Karen White
Greg Wilke
Jenna Williamson
Gary Wolff

Global Waters Circle 
Members
Anonymous
The Albrecht Family
Bank of Washington
Diane & Mike Bauhof
Mark and Susan Bronson
Maxine Clark and Bob Fox
Nanci Daesch
Ann Hogan
Megan & Quinn Kiley
Stephanie & Alex Lee
Susan J. Lewis
Ted and Christina Macinski
Pat and Beth Moore
Nancy Clare Morgan
  & Nick Barto
Timothy & Mary Ney
Oakland Capital 
  Partners LLC
Mr. & Mrs. John O’Connell
Tulina & Ashish Sinha
Pat & Peggy Sly
Sara Wade

Aquarium Friends Circle
Members
Anonymous
Bob Bax
Patricia Belmont
Steven Chandler
Tom Chevalley
Cheryl and Jeff Darr
Joseph L. Dreyer
Lisa and Rob Forsyth
Annette Heller
Mike & Martha Hogan
The Judson Family
Sloane Uthoff
George & Caitlin Ladd
Matthew Lavelle
Mila Marie Maitland
Shannon & Steve Mitchell
Noel & Caitlin Navarro
Ann & Carl Poster
Jane Schaefer
Dr. Charles and 
  Dr. Liz Schmitz
Anita Siegmund
Susie & Joe Sivewright
John & Susan Unnerstall
William & Sue Wachter
Steve & Erin Witthaus
Jim & Beth Zak

*List includes donations or 
pledges made January 1 through 
December 31, 2019.  We apologize 
for any errors in the listing;  please 
inform the Development Dept. at 
(314) 923-3926 if there is an error  
in a listing. 

T H A N K  Y O U  
T O  O U R  2 0 1 9  
D O N O R S  A N D  
M E M B E R S
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A Q U A R I U M  F O U N D A T I O N  S T A F F
D i a n e  B a u h o f,  E x e c u t i v e  D i r e c t o r     

N a t a l i e  H e a t h ,  D e v e l o p m e n t  C o o r d i n a t o r

J e s s i c a  R h o d e s ,  M a n a g e r  o f
                            V o l u n t e e r  E n g a g e m e n t     

A m e l i a  R o d g e r s ,  E d u c a t i o n  C u r a t o r

I S  T H E  M O S T  C R I T I C A L  
R E S O U R C E  I S S U E  O F  O U R  
L I F E T I M E  A N D  O U R
C H I L D R E N ’ S  L I F E T I M E .

T H E  H E A LT H  O F  O U R
W A T E R S  I S  T H E  P R I N C I P A L  
M E A S U R E  O F  H O W  W E  
L I V E  O N  T H E  L A N D .
                                        - L u n a  L e o p o l d

2 0 1  S o u t h  1 8 t h  S t r e e t       S t .  L o u i s ,  M O   6 3 1 0 3
s t l a q u a r i u m f o u n d a t i o n . o r g     3 1 4 . 9 2 3 . 3 9 2 6

B O A R D  O F  D I R E C T O R S
S t e v e  O ’ L o u g h l i n ,  C h a i r     

R o b e r t  G u e s t ,  J r. ,  S e c r e t a r y     

R o b e r t  O ’ L o u g h l i n ,  Tr e a s u r e r     

G e o r g e  B a u e r     

M a x i n e  C l a r k     

L . B .  E c k e l k a m p ,  J r.

J i m  L a l l y     

M e l i s s a  P a z     

P e g g y  R i t t e r     

T h o m  S e h n e r t

D E V E L O P M E N T  A D V I S O R Y
C O M M I T T E E
L i n d a  H u n t e r,  C h a i r     

S a r a h  B u n d y

A l i s s a  D u e l     

J a s o n  K n o u f t     

G e o r g e  L a d d     

L a u r a  L a l l y     

E D U C A T I O N  A D V I S O R Y  C O U N C I L
S u e  S t e p l e t o n ,  C h a i r     

K a r e n  C o l l i n s - A d a m s     

S c o t t  E l l i s     

E r i c  H a d l e y     

K i m  H a g e m a n n     

C a r r i e  L a u n i u s

K a t i e  L o d e s     

S h e r i t a  L o v e     

A n d r e w  M i l l e r     

A l e x  L e e     

R o b  M e r l i n     

M e l i s s a  M e r l i n

P e g g y  R i t t e r     

M a g g i e  S k e f f i n g t o n     

K a r i  P r a t t     

J e n n i f e r  P r o f f i t t     

M a l l i k a  R a m a n     

M a t t  S c h e i b e l

M i s s y  S c h u e p f e r     

K i r s t e n  S t r o i s c h     

B e v e r l y  V e l l o f f     

S k y l e r  W i s e m a n
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