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D E A R  F R I E N D S ,
Happy new year from all of us at the St. Louis Aquarium 

Foundation!  As we look back on 2021, we are grateful for 

the community’s support and our conservation education 

impact teaching kids about marine animals, their habitats, 

and the importance of our local waterways to our community 

and beyond. 

After implementing virtual classes in fall 2020 to accommodate 

at-home schooling, we continued offering virtual programs into spring 2021 

and were filled to capacity providing virtual programs to over 2,500 students.  We continued to offer free 

Aquarium visits for families in under-resourced communities through collaborating with other nonprofit 

organizations, such as Better Family Life, Variety Children’s Charity of St. Louis, Center for Head Injury 

Services, Giant Steps of St. Louis, Wisdom Academy, and more.  We launched our Camp Fins & Friends 

summer camp, and thanks to generous donors who supported the H
2
O Friends program, more than 3,800 

people received free Aquarium admission and virtual education classes in 2021!

We ended the year with our inaugural Making Waves gala featuring our special guest Fabien Cousteau, 

who shared his underwater adventures inspired by his grandfather ’s legacy.  He also reminded us of the 

important work we are doing in our community and beyond to inspire people to care about and take action 

to protect our waterways and the environment.  

Just as the Mississippi River impacts the wildlife living in and around the great river, as well as the 

landscape along it, your support and involvement affect how the Aquarium Foundation positively impacts 

the St. Louis community.  Thank you, and please enjoy this snapshot of our 2021 accomplishments!

Sincerely,

Steve O’Loughlin    Diane Bauhof, CFRE

Chair      Executive Director

St. Louis Aquarium Foundation   St. Louis Aquarium Foundation

“N E V E R  U N D E R E S T I M A T E

T H E  V A L U A B L E  A N D

I M P O R T A N T  D I F F E R E N C E

Y O U  M A K E  I N  E V E R Y  L I F E  

Y O U  T O U C H .  F O R  T H E  

I M P A C T  Y O U  M A K E  T O D A Y  

H A S  A  P O W E R F U L  

R I P P L I N G  E F F E C T  O N  

E V E R Y  T O M O R R O W .

              -  A n o n y m o u s

The St. Louis Aquarium Foundation and St. Louis 

Aquarium at Union Station have a shared bold vision of 

inspiring people to act to make positive changes to 

protect water that sustains all living things.  The 

Aquarium Foundation strives for this vision through 

providing education and access programs and 

serving as the region’s recognized voice for 

water stewardship.  We want to ensure 

that our programs are high quality, 

entertaining, educational, and 

serving the needs of our community.  

Throughout this 2021 Impact 

Report, you will see feedback 

we received from our summer 

campers, K-12 students who 

took a virtual education class, 

parents of program 

participants, teachers, and 

our volunteers.  Hopefully 

through this feedback , it will 

help paint the picture of how 

you – our donors, volunteers, 

staff, and community partners – 

are helping to educate our 

community about the importance  

of our local waterways, build empathy 

towards aquatic animals and habitats,  

and inspire people to make small (and big) 

changes that positively affect the environment.

“IF I WAS
A GREAT WHITE

SHARK”
...  at 7:00pm -10:00pm

I look for small ships to tip them over.

11:00pm-12:00am

I spin in circles because sharks don’t sleep 

and then I repeat this process.

JOHN - 2ND GRADE
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We are honored to have been a part of the Mississippi 

River Plastic Pollution research initiative presented 

by the Mississippi River Cities and Towns Initiative, 

University of Georgia, and United Nations 

Environment Programme.  The Aquarium Foundation 

hosted two river clean-ups – at the Chain of Rocks 

Bridge in Alton, IL and at Cliff Cave Park in South 

St. Louis County – and used the Marine Debris Tracker  

app to track our results.  Interestingly, the top five  

trash items documented in the three designated 

research areas (St. Paul, MN;  St. Louis, MO;  and Baton 

Rouge, LA) were cigarette butts (made from tiny  plastic 

particles), food wrappers, beverage bottles, foam fragments, 

and aluminum/tin cans.  Overall by material 75% of items 

collected were plastic.  The intention of this program was to 

generate information about plastic waste concentrations in specific 

areas, which all stakeholders – policy makers, businesses and citizens – 

can use to take action within their communities.      

We also hosted our Chalk the Town Blue event in honor of World Ocean Day on June 5th.  

Hundreds of Aquarium guests participated by drawing chalk art on our Union Station sidewalks to show why 

they love the ocean.   

In partnership with Missouri Confluence Waterkeeper and Blue2Blue Conservation, the Aquarium Foundation 

sponsored a “trash trap” in River des Peres located at Deer Creek Park .  A trash trap is a simple device made of a 

floating boom connected to each side of a river that collects debris as it moves down a waterway.  The trap kept 

896 items – 46% being foam pieces, 32% plastic, 15% tobacco related products – from flowing into the Mississippi 

River and eventually the Gulf of Mexico!

The “Help to our Friends” program provides 

free Aquarium admission, free education

classes and programs, and free bus 

transportation to students and families in 

under-resourced communities.  This program 

is funded through many generous donors, 

including the Kent Family Foundation, 

Enterprise Bank & Trust Foundation, Nance 

Frost, Dana Brown Charitable Trust, O’Loughlin 

Family Foundation, George Bauer, Chase, Ameren, 

First Bank , and many individuals like you!  

In 2021, we collaborated with Title I schools 

and nonprofit organizations to bring 1,262 

individuals to the Aquarium and another 1,357 

students received a free virtual class as most 

schools were not able to visit in person due to 

the pandemic. 

Thanks to the Hunter Family Foundation and 

Blueprint4Summer, 26 kids in need received 

a free Camp Fins & Friends Summer Camp 

experience and after-care – representing 

19% of our campers!

g

“THANKS FOR AN
OPPORTUNITY THAT

OUR STUDENTS WOULDN’T
HAVE OTHERWISE BEEN ABLE

TO ACCESS WITHOUT
A SCHOLARSHIP!”

This year of virtual education has been 

challenging and community partnerships like

yours allow our kids to experience engaging,

unique programs that keep them

interested in learning.

FIFTH GRADE TEACHER
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2021 Impact Report

Marijo:

I’m flexible on the size of this piece, as long as it fits in a 9” by 12” envelope.  If needed, let me know if you have questions along the way as you’re designing it.  I  included a variety of teacher/parent/kid feedback below that you can choose from when designing each of the pages. Use them as you’d like.  I  also included a few images kids drew in case you can use those. You don’t HAVE to use them; just sending some options.  

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Title of Report:   2021 - An OTTERly Impactful Year!  (use otters on cover)

Inside cover will be a letter signed by Diane Bauhof and Steve O’Loughlin (do we need a photo of us together…or individual photos?)

Dear Friends,

Happy new year from all of us at the St. Louis Aquarium Foundation! 

As we look back on 2021, we are grateful for the community’s support and our 

conservation education impact teaching kids about marine animals, their habitats, 

and the importance of our local waterways to our community and beyond. 

After implementing virtual classes in fall 2020 to accommodate at-home schooling, 

we continued offering virtual programs into spring 2021 and were filled to capacity 

providing virtual programs to over 2,500 students. We continued to offer free Aquarium 

visits for families in under-resourced communities through collaborating with other 

nonprofit organizations, such as Better Family Life, Variety Children’s Charity of St. Louis, 

Center for Head Injury Services, Giant Steps of St. Louis, Wisdom Academy, and more. We 

launched our Camp Fins & Friends summer camp, and thanks to generous donors who 

supported the H20 Friends program, more than 3,800 people received free Aquarium admission 

and virtual education classes in 2021!

We ended the year with our inaugural Making Waves gala featuring our special guest Fabien Cousteau, 

who shared his underwater adventures inspired by his grandfather ’s legacy. He also reminded us 

of the important work we are doing in our community and beyond to inspire people to care about 

and take action to protect our waterways and the environment.  

Just as the Mississippi River impacts the wildlife living in and around the great river, as well as the 

landscape along it, your support and involvement affect how the Aquarium Foundation positively 

impacts the St. Louis community. Thank you, and please enjoy this snapshot of our 2021 accomplishments!

Sincerely,

Steve O’Loughlin    Diane Bauhof

Chair      Executive Director

St. Louis Aquarium Foundation   St. Louis Aquarium Foundation

Marijo: I don’t want it to be too long and wordy, so I’m wondering what you think of a “snapshot” of our accomplishments?  

However, that probably doesn’t go with the design concept you sent me a few weeks ago 

(although we can save that for our official annual report later in the year if needed??).  

Look through below and let me know if you think we can make this work . 

Maybe there’s a fun way to pop the numbers?  And/or pop the donors’ names?  I dunno…

Water Stewardship – We are honored to have been a part of the Mississippi River Plastic Pollution research initiative presented by the Mississippi River Cities and Towns Initiative, University of Georgia, and United Nations Environment Program. In addition to promoting the many opportunities to get involved during this month-long research initiative, the Aquarium Foundation hosted two river clean-ups – at the Chain of Rocks Bridge in Alton, IL and at Cliff Cave Park in South County – and used the Marine Debris Tracker app to track our results. Interestingly, the top five trash items documented in the three designated research areas (St. Paul, MN; St. Louis, MO; and Baton Rouge, LA) were cigarette butts (made from tiny plastic particles), food wrappers, beverage bottles, foam fragments, and aluminum/tin cans. Overall by material category, 75% were plastics, 7% metal, 7% paper/lumber, 5% glass, and 2% cloth. The intention of this program was to generate information about plastic waste concentrations in specific areas, which all stakeholders – policy makers, businesses and citizens – can use to take action within their communities. 

We also hosted our Chalk the Town Blue event in honor of World Ocean Day on June 5th.  We invited Aquarium guests to participate by drawing chalk art on our Union Station sidewalks to show why they love the ocean. We had hundreds of participants and gave away reusable water bottles and boxes of chalk provided by our event sponsor, Chase.

In partnership with Missouri Confluence Waterkeeper an Blue2Blue Conservation, the Aquarium Foundation sponsored a trash trap in River des Peres locate at Deer Creek Park . A trash trap is a simple device made of a floating boom connected to each side of a river that collects debris as it moves down a waterway. In addition to catching litter and keeping it from entering larger waterways that lead to the ocean, our community hopes to learn more about where the litter is coming from to work on solutions.    

H2O Friends Program – the “Help to our Friends” program provides free Aquarium admission, free education classes and programs, and free bus transportation to students and families in under-resourced communities. This program is funded through many generous donors, including the Kent Family Foundation, Enterprise Bank & Trust Foundation, Nance Frost, Dana Brown Charitable Trust, O’Loughlin Family Foundation, George Bauer, Chase, Ameren, First Bank , and many individuals like you!  In 2021, we collaborated with Title I schools and nonprofit organizations to bring 1,170 individuals to the Aquarium and another 1,595 students received a free virtual class as most schools were not able to visit in person due to the pandemic. 

Thanks to the Hunter Family Foundation and Blueprint4Summer, 26 kids in need received a free Camp Fins & Friends Summer Camp experience and after-care – representing 20% of our campers!

Virtual Education Programs – Our virtual education classes for K-12 schools were quite the hit this year! With most schools not being able to do in-person field trips, teachers were looking for unique learning opportunities for their students, and our curriculum-based classes featuring our Ambassador Animals met their goals. Overall we presented 3,000 students with a virtual program, 53% of which were free through our H2O Friends program. 

Thanks to a donation from Chase, in December we presented four live STREAM programs featuring our live-stream cameras installed at the Shark Canyon and the Otter habitats. These programs reached an estimated 1,280 students!

Camp Fins & Friends Summer Camp – It was our inaugural year for our in-person summer camp! We were thrilled to welcome 144 kids ages 6 to 11 over eight weeks for a week-long camp. In addition to daily visits to the Aquarium, campers visited the behind-the-scenes water filtration systems and Shark Canyon to see how the biologists and engineers keep the Aquarium habitats in tip-top condition as the health of our animals is always of top importance! Campers also enjoyed other attractions at Union Station, such as the St. Louis Wheel, the carousel, mini golf, and a visit to the trains.  

Inaugural Making Waves Gala – We were eel-ated to host our first gala in November with 325 people ready to celebrate under the sea to support the Aquarium Foundation’s mission and the Aquarium’s presence in downtown St. Louis! The event featured ocean conservationist and family legacy Fabien Cousteau and sold out two months before the event. Thanks to our event sponsors, auction donors, attendees, planning committee, Committee Chair Linda Hunter, and everyone who touched the event, we raised $385,000! 

Conservation & Education Center (CEC) – In 2021, we welcomed 179,124 people to the CEC, and we hope you were one of them!  If you haven’t been yet, we invite you to stop by and check it out. The admission-free CEC is open the same hours as the Aquarium and is a great extension to your Aquarium visit with interactive exhibits about our local waterways, the effects of plastic on our rivers and oceans, and ways we can make an impact on water conservation efforts in our community. 

In 2021, we added a new exhibit – an aquaponics tree, donated by MasterCard. This exhibit shares an important message about the symbiotic relationship between the fish in the habitat and the plants. We also invited our guests to engage in hands-on celebrations, such as Climate Change Action Week in November by leaving messages about the positive ways we can help the environment, and our river otters’ birthday in January with notes about why we love otters and a take-home otter bookmark . 

 

Lists/Recognition

 

Members and all donors – I will send the list soon, but save a page for it (assume similar in length to the 2020 annual report donor and members’ list pages)

2021 Volunteers 

Elizabeth Allen

Disha Bera

Paul Biggs

Robert Bilzing

Anna Bishop

Eliot Bitting

Secret Bohm

Susan Bozzay

Mary Brockhaus

Morgan Brown

Heidi Burns

Vivienne Chang

Michelle Cheatham

Mydah Choudhry

Morgan Cornelius

Maryellen Davies

Riley Demo

Jacob Dennison

Rebecca Downs

Elise Druehl

Lori Ehlert

Kathleen Faircloth

David Fink

Laura Finney
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Florence Flick

Ann Frimel

Gary Frimel
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Kathleen Harmon
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Susan Hendricks
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Gabby Jefferson

Agnes Johnson

Brandon Johnson

Ronnie Jones

Mary Klump

Michol Kobylski

Lydia Lang

Kelsey Lawrence

Margie Lodes

Richard Martin

Emma Masetti

Doug May

Amanda Mecalo

Kristen Medlock

David Miller

Christy Moore

Virginia Murphy

Dhruv Nagesh

Meghan O'Brien

Jessica Oppenhein

Lynda Pate

Matthew Patterson

Natalie Perez

Veena Prasad

Loni Rodgers

Brook-Lyn Romine

Brenda Roskom

Jahzara Ross

Ellen Sapp
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Alaina Sevik

Kris Shannon

Robert Skaer

Judy Smith

Maddy Spinner

Whitney Stack

Terra Stevens

Nancy Suelflow

JoAnn Thone

Maddy Uetz

Marquis Waters

Alexandra Weber

Sandy Weis

Shacory Williams

Hannah Williams

St. Louis Aquarium Foundation Board 

Steve O’Loughlin, Chair

George Bauer

Maxine Clark

L .B. Eckelkamp, Jr.

Robert Guest, Secretary

Jim Lally

Dr. Jonathan Losos

Robert O’Loughlin, Treasurer

Melissa Paz

Peggy Ritter

Thom Sehnert

Saint Louis Aquarium Foundation Staff

Diane Bauhof, Executive Director

Abby Lewis, Development & Marketing Coordinator

Development Advisory Committee

Linda Hunter, Chair

Sarah Bundy

Alissa Duel

Dr. Emily Fondahn
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Laura Lally

Alex Lee

Melissa Merlin

Rob Merlin

Peggy Ritter

Maggie Skeffington

Nancy Suelflow

Sunny Unnerstall

Kellie Vahey

Education Advisory Council

Sue Stepleton, Chair

Scott Ellis
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Dr. Jason Knouft

Carrie Launius

Katie Lodes

Sherita Love

Jennifer Proffitt

Kari Pratt

Mallika Raman

Matt Scheibel

Missy Schuepfer

Emily Shelton
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Photos:

I will send these via WeTransfer. They don’t all have to be used, and/or you may have other photos you can reference. 

QUOTES from Kids/Teachers/Parents:

Marijo: use these however you’d like. Obviously you don’t need to use all of them. Just wanted you to have options

Quotes from the Essay Contest Submissions, Spring 2021:

 • “If I could be any animal, I ’d be a sea otter.” (DJ, 2nd grade)

 • Pritish, 1st Grade

 • Pearl, 2nd grade

If I could be any sea animal, I ’d be a sea otter mama. I would roll and splash and dive with all my children. 

 • Adaleena (1st grade)

If I could be any animal, I ’d be a dolphin. I’d use echolocation…to talk to my dolphin friends!

 • August (5th grade)

If I could invent an aquatic creature…the best adaptations would come from octopuses, lobsters, and mantis shrimp. These changes would help my new creature survive in the deep.

Quotes from Virtual Field Trips:

(4th grade teacher): The program was great! It actually aligned greatly with the Science unit that we are studying about animal adaptations. The only thing that I recommend is to offer a Zoom link for the classes to join. This may make the transition a little more smoother and make the Scholars feel like they are 'really going somewhere'. We had a little bit of tech issues because of the security feature set up on our Zoom Meetings. I had to quickly set up another Zoom, send it to the teacher and my Scholars and get everybody logged in. Other than that we had a GREAT Experience! This was a nice adjustment to our virtual world.

(5th grade teacher): Thanks for an opportunity that our students wouldn't have otherwise been able to access, without a scholarship! This year of virtual education has been challenging and community partnerships like yours allow our kids to experience engaging, unique programs that keep them interested in learning.

(3rd grade teacher): This was so much fun! My class has been virtual all school year, and this kind of program was exactly what we needed to jazz it up at this point in the school year. Amelia was great as were the animal handlers. We hope to be able to continue attending this program in years to come. Thank you! :)

(4th grade teacher):  Thank you for all of the great resources to use before and after the zoom. We really enjoyed all of the animals!

Student Feedback:

 • Ferguson-Florissant 4th grader, after virtual program, spring 2021: 

I learned that I love animals more than thought I did.

I learned that animals live in different parts of the world.

I learned how animals survive in their habitat

I learned that there are more animals that I did not know about.

 • From the Ferg-Flor 4th grade evaluation after the virtual program:   76% of the students said they have more interest in learning about animals after the virtual program (17% had no change in attitude)

Summer Camp Feedback/Quotes:

Parent feedback surveys from summer camp 2021:  

 • 96% rated Camp Fins & Friends Summer Camp as Excellent or Very Good.

 • Our daughter was already asking to go back next year.

 • My daughter said two of her favorite things was going to the behind the scenes filter room to see how that all works and also she loved visiting the touch pools.

 • Thank you! My kids learned so much and can't wait to return to this camp again! 

 • Our daughter loved this camp! I felt that it was very organized, fun and educational. I was especially appreciative of adherence to Covid protocols. Thank you for a great week!! We will definitely come back next year.

The following is from a parent of a scholarship recipient receiving free week of summer camp:

Sent: Thursday, May 13, 2021

To: Amelia Rodgers

Subject: Re: Camp Fins & Friends Application

 

This is incredible. I ’m in tears!!! Thank you so so much. 

Sent: Thursday, May 13, 2021

To: Amelia Rodgers

Subject: Re: Camp Fins & Friends Application

 

This is incredible. I ’m in tears!!! Thank you so so much. 

The following was from a summer camper survey; he gave us a 5-star rating! 

We were to host our first gala 

in November with 325 people ready to 

celebrate under the sea to support the 

Aquarium Foundation’s mission and the 

Aquarium’s presence in downtown St. Louis!  

The event featured Jacques Cousteau’s

grandson and ocean conservationist 

Fabien Cousteau and sold out two months 

before the event.  

Thanks to our event sponsors, auction 

donors, attendees, planning committee, 

Committee Chair Linda Hunter, and 

everyone who touched the event, we

raised $385.000!

                                                                       It was the inaugural year for our in-person summer camp!  

                                                                       We were thrilled to welcome 144 kids ages 6 to 11 over eight weeks for a 

                                                                       week-long camp.  In addition to daily visits to the Aquarium, campers visited 

                                                                           the behind-the-scenes water filtration systems and Shark Canyon to see  

                                                                               how the biologists and engineers keep the Aquarium habitats in tip-top 

                                                                                condition as the health of our animals is always of top importance!  

                                                                            Campers also enjoyed other attractions at Union Station, such as the 

                                                                          St. Louis Wheel, the carousel, mini golf, and a visit to the trains.  
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Our virtual education classes 

for K-12 students were quite the hit this 

year!  With most schools not being able 

to go on in-person field trips, teachers 

were looking for unique learning 

opportunities for their students, 

and our curriculum-based 

classes featuring our 

Ambassador Animals met their 

goals.  Overall we presented 

2,950 students with a virtual 

program, 46% of which were 

free through our H
2
O Friends 

program.  Thanks to a donation 

from Chase, in December we 

presented four live STREAM 

programs featuring our 

live-stream cameras installed at the 

Shark Canyon and the Otter habitats. 

These programs reached an estimated 

1,280 students!
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--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Title of Report:   2021 - An OTTERly Impactful Year!  (use otters on cover)

Inside cover will be a letter signed by Diane Bauhof and Steve O’Loughlin (do we need a photo of us together…or individual photos?)

Dear Friends,

Happy new year from all of us at the St. Louis Aquarium Foundation! 

As we look back on 2021, we are grateful for the community’s support and our 

conservation education impact teaching kids about marine animals, their habitats, 

and the importance of our local waterways to our community and beyond. 

After implementing virtual classes in fall 2020 to accommodate at-home schooling, 

we continued offering virtual programs into spring 2021 and were filled to capacity 

providing virtual programs to over 2,500 students. We continued to offer free Aquarium 

visits for families in under-resourced communities through collaborating with other 

nonprofit organizations, such as Better Family Life, Variety Children’s Charity of St. Louis, 

Center for Head Injury Services, Giant Steps of St. Louis, Wisdom Academy, and more. We 

launched our Camp Fins & Friends summer camp, and thanks to generous donors who 

supported the H20 Friends program, more than 3,800 people received free Aquarium admission 

and virtual education classes in 2021!

We ended the year with our inaugural Making Waves gala featuring our special guest Fabien Cousteau, 

who shared his underwater adventures inspired by his grandfather ’s legacy. He also reminded us 

of the important work we are doing in our community and beyond to inspire people to care about 

and take action to protect our waterways and the environment.  

Just as the Mississippi River impacts the wildlife living in and around the great river, as well as the 

landscape along it, your support and involvement affect how the Aquarium Foundation positively 

impacts the St. Louis community. Thank you, and please enjoy this snapshot of our 2021 accomplishments!

Sincerely,

Steve O’Loughlin    Diane Bauhof

Chair      Executive Director

St. Louis Aquarium Foundation   St. Louis Aquarium Foundation

Marijo: I don’t want it to be too long and wordy, so I’m wondering what you think of a “snapshot” of our accomplishments?  

However, that probably doesn’t go with the design concept you sent me a few weeks ago 

(although we can save that for our official annual report later in the year if needed??).  

Look through below and let me know if you think we can make this work . 

Maybe there’s a fun way to pop the numbers?  And/or pop the donors’ names?  I dunno…

Water Stewardship – We are honored to have been a part of the Mississippi River Plastic Pollution research initiative presented by the Mississippi River Cities and Towns Initiative, University of Georgia, and United Nations Environment Program. In addition to promoting the many opportunities to get involved during this month-long research initiative, the Aquarium Foundation hosted two river clean-ups – at the Chain of Rocks Bridge in Alton, IL and at Cliff Cave Park in South County – and used the Marine Debris Tracker app to track our results. Interestingly, the top five trash items documented in the three designated research areas (St. Paul, MN; St. Louis, MO; and Baton Rouge, LA) were cigarette butts (made from tiny plastic particles), food wrappers, beverage bottles, foam fragments, and aluminum/tin cans. Overall by material category, 75% were plastics, 7% metal, 7% paper/lumber, 5% glass, and 2% cloth. The intention of this program was to generate information about plastic waste concentrations in specific areas, which all stakeholders – policy makers, businesses and citizens – can use to take action within their communities. 

We also hosted our Chalk the Town Blue event in honor of World Ocean Day on June 5th.  We invited Aquarium guests to participate by drawing chalk art on our Union Station sidewalks to show why they love the ocean. We had hundreds of participants and gave away reusable water bottles and boxes of chalk provided by our event sponsor, Chase.

In partnership with Missouri Confluence Waterkeeper an Blue2Blue Conservation, the Aquarium Foundation sponsored a trash trap in River des Peres locate at Deer Creek Park . A trash trap is a simple device made of a floating boom connected to each side of a river that collects debris as it moves down a waterway. In addition to catching litter and keeping it from entering larger waterways that lead to the ocean, our community hopes to learn more about where the litter is coming from to work on solutions.    

H2O Friends Program – the “Help to our Friends” program provides free Aquarium admission, free education classes and programs, and free bus transportation to students and families in under-resourced communities. This program is funded through many generous donors, including the Kent Family Foundation, Enterprise Bank & Trust Foundation, Nance Frost, Dana Brown Charitable Trust, O’Loughlin Family Foundation, George Bauer, Chase, Ameren, First Bank , and many individuals like you!  In 2021, we collaborated with Title I schools and nonprofit organizations to bring 1,170 individuals to the Aquarium and another 1,595 students received a free virtual class as most schools were not able to visit in person due to the pandemic. 

Thanks to the Hunter Family Foundation and Blueprint4Summer, 26 kids in need received a free Camp Fins & Friends Summer Camp experience and after-care – representing 20% of our campers!

Virtual Education Programs – Our virtual education classes for K-12 schools were quite the hit this year! With most schools not being able to do in-person field trips, teachers were looking for unique learning opportunities for their students, and our curriculum-based classes featuring our Ambassador Animals met their goals. Overall we presented 3,000 students with a virtual program, 53% of which were free through our H2O Friends program. 

Thanks to a donation from Chase, in December we presented four live STREAM programs featuring our live-stream cameras installed at the Shark Canyon and the Otter habitats. These programs reached an estimated 1,280 students!

Camp Fins & Friends Summer Camp – It was our inaugural year for our in-person summer camp! We were thrilled to welcome 144 kids ages 6 to 11 over eight weeks for a week-long camp. In addition to daily visits to the Aquarium, campers visited the behind-the-scenes water filtration systems and Shark Canyon to see how the biologists and engineers keep the Aquarium habitats in tip-top condition as the health of our animals is always of top importance! Campers also enjoyed other attractions at Union Station, such as the St. Louis Wheel, the carousel, mini golf, and a visit to the trains.  

Inaugural Making Waves Gala – We were eel-ated to host our first gala in November with 325 people ready to celebrate under the sea to support the Aquarium Foundation’s mission and the Aquarium’s presence in downtown St. Louis! The event featured ocean conservationist and family legacy Fabien Cousteau and sold out two months before the event. Thanks to our event sponsors, auction donors, attendees, planning committee, Committee Chair Linda Hunter, and everyone who touched the event, we raised $385,000! 

Conservation & Education Center (CEC) – In 2021, we welcomed 179,124 people to the CEC, and we hope you were one of them!  If you haven’t been yet, we invite you to stop by and check it out. The admission-free CEC is open the same hours as the Aquarium and is a great extension to your Aquarium visit with interactive exhibits about our local waterways, the effects of plastic on our rivers and oceans, and ways we can make an impact on water conservation efforts in our community. 

In 2021, we added a new exhibit – an aquaponics tree, donated by MasterCard. This exhibit shares an important message about the symbiotic relationship between the fish in the habitat and the plants. We also invited our guests to engage in hands-on celebrations, such as Climate Change Action Week in November by leaving messages about the positive ways we can help the environment, and our river otters’ birthday in January with notes about why we love otters and a take-home otter bookmark . 
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QUOTES from Kids/Teachers/Parents:

Marijo: use these however you’d like. Obviously you don’t need to use all of them. Just wanted you to have options

Quotes from the Essay Contest Submissions, Spring 2021:

 • “If I could be any animal, I ’d be a sea otter.” (DJ, 2nd grade)

 • Pritish, 1st Grade

 • Pearl, 2nd grade

If I could be any sea animal, I ’d be a sea otter mama. I would roll and splash and dive with all my children. 

 • Adaleena (1st grade)

If I could be any animal, I ’d be a dolphin. I’d use echolocation…to talk to my dolphin friends!

 • August (5th grade)

If I could invent an aquatic creature…the best adaptations would come from octopuses, lobsters, and mantis shrimp. These changes would help my new creature survive in the deep.

Quotes from Virtual Field Trips:

(4th grade teacher): The program was great! It actually aligned greatly with the Science unit that we are studying about animal adaptations. The only thing that I recommend is to offer a Zoom link for the classes to join. This may make the transition a little more smoother and make the Scholars feel like they are 'really going somewhere'. We had a little bit of tech issues because of the security feature set up on our Zoom Meetings. I had to quickly set up another Zoom, send it to the teacher and my Scholars and get everybody logged in. Other than that we had a GREAT Experience! This was a nice adjustment to our virtual world.

(5th grade teacher): Thanks for an opportunity that our students wouldn't have otherwise been able to access, without a scholarship! This year of virtual education has been challenging and community partnerships like yours allow our kids to experience engaging, unique programs that keep them interested in learning.

(3rd grade teacher): This was so much fun! My class has been virtual all school year, and this kind of program was exactly what we needed to jazz it up at this point in the school year. Amelia was great as were the animal handlers. We hope to be able to continue attending this program in years to come. Thank you! :)

(4th grade teacher):  Thank you for all of the great resources to use before and after the zoom. We really enjoyed all of the animals!

Student Feedback:

 • Ferguson-Florissant 4th grader, after virtual program, spring 2021: 

I learned that I love animals more than thought I did.

I learned that animals live in different parts of the world.

I learned how animals survive in their habitat

I learned that there are more animals that I did not know about.

 • From the Ferg-Flor 4th grade evaluation after the virtual program:   76% of the students said they have more interest in learning about animals after the virtual program (17% had no change in attitude)

Summer Camp Feedback/Quotes:

Parent feedback surveys from summer camp 2021:  

 • 96% rated Camp Fins & Friends Summer Camp as Excellent or Very Good.

 • Our daughter was already asking to go back next year.

 • My daughter said two of her favorite things was going to the behind the scenes filter room to see how that all works and also she loved visiting the touch pools.

 • Thank you! My kids learned so much and can't wait to return to this camp again! 

 • Our daughter loved this camp! I felt that it was very organized, fun and educational. I was especially appreciative of adherence to Covid protocols. Thank you for a great week!! We will definitely come back next year.

The following is from a parent of a scholarship recipient receiving free week of summer camp:

Sent: Thursday, May 13, 2021

To: Amelia Rodgers

Subject: Re: Camp Fins & Friends Application

 

This is incredible. I ’m in tears!!! Thank you so so much. 

Sent: Thursday, May 13, 2021

To: Amelia Rodgers

Subject: Re: Camp Fins & Friends Application

 

This is incredible. I ’m in tears!!! Thank you so so much. 

The following was from a summer camper survey; he gave us a 5-star rating! 

We were to host our first gala 

in November with 325 people ready to 

celebrate under the sea to support the 

Aquarium Foundation’s mission and the 

Aquarium’s presence in downtown St. Louis!  

The event featured Jacques Cousteau’s

grandson and ocean conservationist 

Fabien Cousteau and sold out two months 

before the event.  

Thanks to our event sponsors, auction 

donors, attendees, planning committee, 

Committee Chair Linda Hunter, and 

everyone who touched the event, we

raised $385.000!

                                                                       It was the inaugural year for our in-person summer camp!  

                                                                       We were thrilled to welcome 144 kids ages 6 to 11 over eight weeks for a 

                                                                       week-long camp.  In addition to daily visits to the Aquarium, campers visited 

                                                                           the behind-the-scenes water filtration systems and Shark Canyon to see  

                                                                               how the biologists and engineers keep the Aquarium habitats in tip-top 

                                                                                condition as the health of our animals is always of top importance!  

                                                                            Campers also enjoyed other attractions at Union Station, such as the 

                                                                          St. Louis Wheel, the carousel, mini golf, and a visit to the trains.  
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Our virtual education classes 

for K-12 students were quite the hit this 

year!  With most schools not being able 

to go on in-person field trips, teachers 

were looking for unique learning 

opportunities for their students, 

and our curriculum-based 

classes featuring our 

Ambassador Animals met their 

goals.  Overall we presented 

2,950 students with a virtual 

program, 46% of which were 

free through our H
2
O Friends 

program.  Thanks to a donation 

from Chase, in December we 

presented four live STREAM 

programs featuring our 

live-stream cameras installed at the 

Shark Canyon and the Otter habitats. 

These programs reached an estimated 

1,280 students!

96% RATED
CAMP FINS & FRIENDS

SUMMER CAMP AS
EXCELLENT OR VERY GOOD.

OUR DAUGHTER WAS
ALREADY ASKING TO
GO BACK NEXT YEAR.

PARENT FEEDBACK SURVEYS
FROM SUMMER CAMP 2021
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Title of Report:   2021 - An OTTERly Impactful Year!  (use otters on cover)

Inside cover will be a letter signed by Diane Bauhof and Steve O’Loughlin (do we need a photo of us together…or individual photos?)

Dear Friends,

Happy new year from all of us at the St. Louis Aquarium Foundation! 

As we look back on 2021, we are grateful for the community’s support and our 

conservation education impact teaching kids about marine animals, their habitats, 

and the importance of our local waterways to our community and beyond. 

After implementing virtual classes in fall 2020 to accommodate at-home schooling, 

we continued offering virtual programs into spring 2021 and were filled to capacity 

providing virtual programs to over 2,500 students. We continued to offer free Aquarium 

visits for families in under-resourced communities through collaborating with other 

nonprofit organizations, such as Better Family Life, Variety Children’s Charity of St. Louis, 

Center for Head Injury Services, Giant Steps of St. Louis, Wisdom Academy, and more. We 

launched our Camp Fins & Friends summer camp, and thanks to generous donors who 

supported the H20 Friends program, more than 3,800 people received free Aquarium admission 

and virtual education classes in 2021!

We ended the year with our inaugural Making Waves gala featuring our special guest Fabien Cousteau, 

who shared his underwater adventures inspired by his grandfather ’s legacy. He also reminded us 

of the important work we are doing in our community and beyond to inspire people to care about 

and take action to protect our waterways and the environment.  

Just as the Mississippi River impacts the wildlife living in and around the great river, as well as the 

landscape along it, your support and involvement affect how the Aquarium Foundation positively 

impacts the St. Louis community. Thank you, and please enjoy this snapshot of our 2021 accomplishments!

Sincerely,

Steve O’Loughlin    Diane Bauhof

Chair      Executive Director

St. Louis Aquarium Foundation   St. Louis Aquarium Foundation

Marijo: I don’t want it to be too long and wordy, so I’m wondering what you think of a “snapshot” of our accomplishments?  

However, that probably doesn’t go with the design concept you sent me a few weeks ago 

(although we can save that for our official annual report later in the year if needed??).  

Look through below and let me know if you think we can make this work . 

Maybe there’s a fun way to pop the numbers?  And/or pop the donors’ names?  I dunno…

Water Stewardship – We are honored to have been a part of the Mississippi River Plastic Pollution research initiative presented by the Mississippi River Cities and Towns Initiative, University of Georgia, and United Nations Environment Program. In addition to promoting the many opportunities to get involved during this month-long research initiative, the Aquarium Foundation hosted two river clean-ups – at the Chain of Rocks Bridge in Alton, IL and at Cliff Cave Park in South County – and used the Marine Debris Tracker app to track our results. Interestingly, the top five trash items documented in the three designated research areas (St. Paul, MN; St. Louis, MO; and Baton Rouge, LA) were cigarette butts (made from tiny plastic particles), food wrappers, beverage bottles, foam fragments, and aluminum/tin cans. Overall by material category, 75% were plastics, 7% metal, 7% paper/lumber, 5% glass, and 2% cloth. The intention of this program was to generate information about plastic waste concentrations in specific areas, which all stakeholders – policy makers, businesses and citizens – can use to take action within their communities. 

We also hosted our Chalk the Town Blue event in honor of World Ocean Day on June 5th.  We invited Aquarium guests to participate by drawing chalk art on our Union Station sidewalks to show why they love the ocean. We had hundreds of participants and gave away reusable water bottles and boxes of chalk provided by our event sponsor, Chase.

In partnership with Missouri Confluence Waterkeeper an Blue2Blue Conservation, the Aquarium Foundation sponsored a trash trap in River des Peres locate at Deer Creek Park . A trash trap is a simple device made of a floating boom connected to each side of a river that collects debris as it moves down a waterway. In addition to catching litter and keeping it from entering larger waterways that lead to the ocean, our community hopes to learn more about where the litter is coming from to work on solutions.    

H2O Friends Program – the “Help to our Friends” program provides free Aquarium admission, free education classes and programs, and free bus transportation to students and families in under-resourced communities. This program is funded through many generous donors, including the Kent Family Foundation, Enterprise Bank & Trust Foundation, Nance Frost, Dana Brown Charitable Trust, O’Loughlin Family Foundation, George Bauer, Chase, Ameren, First Bank , and many individuals like you!  In 2021, we collaborated with Title I schools and nonprofit organizations to bring 1,170 individuals to the Aquarium and another 1,595 students received a free virtual class as most schools were not able to visit in person due to the pandemic. 

Thanks to the Hunter Family Foundation and Blueprint4Summer, 26 kids in need received a free Camp Fins & Friends Summer Camp experience and after-care – representing 20% of our campers!

Virtual Education Programs – Our virtual education classes for K-12 schools were quite the hit this year! With most schools not being able to do in-person field trips, teachers were looking for unique learning opportunities for their students, and our curriculum-based classes featuring our Ambassador Animals met their goals. Overall we presented 3,000 students with a virtual program, 53% of which were free through our H2O Friends program. 

Thanks to a donation from Chase, in December we presented four live STREAM programs featuring our live-stream cameras installed at the Shark Canyon and the Otter habitats. These programs reached an estimated 1,280 students!

Camp Fins & Friends Summer Camp – It was our inaugural year for our in-person summer camp! We were thrilled to welcome 144 kids ages 6 to 11 over eight weeks for a week-long camp. In addition to daily visits to the Aquarium, campers visited the behind-the-scenes water filtration systems and Shark Canyon to see how the biologists and engineers keep the Aquarium habitats in tip-top condition as the health of our animals is always of top importance! Campers also enjoyed other attractions at Union Station, such as the St. Louis Wheel, the carousel, mini golf, and a visit to the trains.  

Inaugural Making Waves Gala – We were eel-ated to host our first gala in November with 325 people ready to celebrate under the sea to support the Aquarium Foundation’s mission and the Aquarium’s presence in downtown St. Louis! The event featured ocean conservationist and family legacy Fabien Cousteau and sold out two months before the event. Thanks to our event sponsors, auction donors, attendees, planning committee, Committee Chair Linda Hunter, and everyone who touched the event, we raised $385,000! 

Conservation & Education Center (CEC) – In 2021, we welcomed 179,124 people to the CEC, and we hope you were one of them!  If you haven’t been yet, we invite you to stop by and check it out. The admission-free CEC is open the same hours as the Aquarium and is a great extension to your Aquarium visit with interactive exhibits about our local waterways, the effects of plastic on our rivers and oceans, and ways we can make an impact on water conservation efforts in our community. 

In 2021, we added a new exhibit – an aquaponics tree, donated by MasterCard. This exhibit shares an important message about the symbiotic relationship between the fish in the habitat and the plants. We also invited our guests to engage in hands-on celebrations, such as Climate Change Action Week in November by leaving messages about the positive ways we can help the environment, and our river otters’ birthday in January with notes about why we love otters and a take-home otter bookmark . 
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QUOTES from Kids/Teachers/Parents:

Marijo: use these however you’d like. Obviously you don’t need to use all of them. Just wanted you to have options

Quotes from the Essay Contest Submissions, Spring 2021:

 • “If I could be any animal, I ’d be a sea otter.” (DJ, 2nd grade)

 • Pritish, 1st Grade

 • Pearl, 2nd grade

If I could be any sea animal, I ’d be a sea otter mama. I would roll and splash and dive with all my children. 

 • Adaleena (1st grade)

If I could be any animal, I ’d be a dolphin. I’d use echolocation…to talk to my dolphin friends!

 • August (5th grade)

If I could invent an aquatic creature…the best adaptations would come from octopuses, lobsters, and mantis shrimp. These changes would help my new creature survive in the deep.

Quotes from Virtual Field Trips:

(4th grade teacher): The program was great! It actually aligned greatly with the Science unit that we are studying about animal adaptations. The only thing that I recommend is to offer a Zoom link for the classes to join. This may make the transition a little more smoother and make the Scholars feel like they are 'really going somewhere'. We had a little bit of tech issues because of the security feature set up on our Zoom Meetings. I had to quickly set up another Zoom, send it to the teacher and my Scholars and get everybody logged in. Other than that we had a GREAT Experience! This was a nice adjustment to our virtual world.

(5th grade teacher): Thanks for an opportunity that our students wouldn't have otherwise been able to access, without a scholarship! This year of virtual education has been challenging and community partnerships like yours allow our kids to experience engaging, unique programs that keep them interested in learning.

(3rd grade teacher): This was so much fun! My class has been virtual all school year, and this kind of program was exactly what we needed to jazz it up at this point in the school year. Amelia was great as were the animal handlers. We hope to be able to continue attending this program in years to come. Thank you! :)

(4th grade teacher):  Thank you for all of the great resources to use before and after the zoom. We really enjoyed all of the animals!

Student Feedback:

 • Ferguson-Florissant 4th grader, after virtual program, spring 2021: 

I learned that I love animals more than thought I did.

I learned that animals live in different parts of the world.

I learned how animals survive in their habitat

I learned that there are more animals that I did not know about.

 • From the Ferg-Flor 4th grade evaluation after the virtual program:   76% of the students said they have more interest in learning about animals after the virtual program (17% had no change in attitude)

Summer Camp Feedback/Quotes:

Parent feedback surveys from summer camp 2021:  

 • 96% rated Camp Fins & Friends Summer Camp as Excellent or Very Good.

 • Our daughter was already asking to go back next year.

 • My daughter said two of her favorite things was going to the behind the scenes filter room to see how that all works and also she loved visiting the touch pools.

 • Thank you! My kids learned so much and can't wait to return to this camp again! 

 • Our daughter loved this camp! I felt that it was very organized, fun and educational. I was especially appreciative of adherence to Covid protocols. Thank you for a great week!! We will definitely come back next year.

The following is from a parent of a scholarship recipient receiving free week of summer camp:

Sent: Thursday, May 13, 2021

To: Amelia Rodgers

Subject: Re: Camp Fins & Friends Application

 

This is incredible. I ’m in tears!!! Thank you so so much. 

Sent: Thursday, May 13, 2021

To: Amelia Rodgers

Subject: Re: Camp Fins & Friends Application

 

This is incredible. I ’m in tears!!! Thank you so so much. 

The following was from a summer camper survey; he gave us a 5-star rating! 

We were to host our first gala in 

November with 325 people ready to celebrate 

under the sea to support the Aquarium 

Foundation’s mission and the Aquarium’s 

presence in downtown St. Louis!  The event 

featured Jacques Cousteau’s grandson and 

ocean conservationist Fabien Cousteau and 

sold out two months before the event.  

Thanks to our event sponsors, auction donors, 

attendees, planning committee, Committee 

Chair Linda Hunter, and everyone who touched 

the event, we raised $385.000!

gg
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96% RATED
CAMP FINS & FRIENDS

SUMMER CAMP AS
EXCELLENT OR VERY GOOD.

OUR DAUGHTER WAS
ALREADY ASKING TO
GO BACK NEXT YEAR.

PARENT FEEDBACK SURVEYS
FROM SUMMER CAMP 2021

                                                                       It was our inaugural year for our in-person summer camp!  

                                                                       We were thrilled to welcome 144 kids ages 6 to 11 over eight weeks for a 

                                                                       week-long camp.  In addition to daily visits to the Aquarium, campers visited 

                                                                           the behind-the-scenes water filtration systems and Shark Canyon to see  

                                                                               how the biologists and engineers keep the Aquarium habitats in tip-top 

                                                                                condition as the health of our animals is always of top importance!  

                                                                            Campers also enjoyed other attractions at Union Station, such as the 

                                                                          St. Louis Wheel, the carousel, mini golf, and a visit to the trains.  

Our virtual education classes 

for K-12 students were quite the hit this 

year!  With most schools not being able 

to go on in-person field trips, teachers 

were looking for unique learning 

opportunities for their students, 

and our curriculum-based 

classes featuring our 

Ambassador Animals met their 

goals.  Overall we presented 

3,000 students with a virtual 

program, 53% of which were 

free through our H
2
O Friends 

program.  Thanks to a donation 

from Chase, in December we 

presented four live STREAM 

programs featuring our 

live-stream cameras installed at the 

Shark Canyon and the Otter habitats. 

These programs reached an estimated 

1,280 students!



In 2021, we welcomed 179,124 people to the 

Conservation & Education Center (CEC), and we  

hope you were one of them!  If you haven’t been yet, 

we invite you to check it out.  The admission-

free CEC is open the same hours as the Aquarium 

and is a great extension to your Aquarium visit  

with interactive exhibits about our local

waterways, the effects of plastic on our rivers 

and oceans, and ways  we can make an impact 

on water conservation efforts in our community. 

We added a new aquaponics tree exhibit in 

2021 – donated by Mastercard.  This exhibit 

shares an important message about the 

symbiotic relationship between the fish 

in the habitat and the plants.  We also 

invited our guests to engage in hands-on 

celebrations, such as Climate Change 

Action Week in November by leaving 

notes about the positive ways we can 

help the environment, and our river 

otters’ birthday in January with 

messages about why we love otters.

2021 Impact Report

Marijo:

I’m flexible on the size of this piece, as long as it fits in a 9” by 12” envelope.  If needed, let me know if you have questions along the way as you’re designing it.  I  included a variety of teacher/parent/kid feedback below that you can choose from when designing each of the pages. Use them as you’d like.  I  also included a few images kids drew in case you can use those. You don’t HAVE to use them; just sending some options.  

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Title of Report:   2021 - An OTTERly Impactful Year!  (use otters on cover)

Inside cover will be a letter signed by Diane Bauhof and Steve O’Loughlin (do we need a photo of us together…or individual photos?)

Dear Friends,

Happy new year from all of us at the St. Louis Aquarium Foundation! 

As we look back on 2021, we are grateful for the community’s support and our 

conservation education impact teaching kids about marine animals, their habitats, 

and the importance of our local waterways to our community and beyond. 

After implementing virtual classes in fall 2020 to accommodate at-home schooling, 

we continued offering virtual programs into spring 2021 and were filled to capacity 

providing virtual programs to over 2,500 students. We continued to offer free Aquarium 

visits for families in under-resourced communities through collaborating with other 

nonprofit organizations, such as Better Family Life, Variety Children’s Charity of St. Louis, 

Center for Head Injury Services, Giant Steps of St. Louis, Wisdom Academy, and more. We 

launched our Camp Fins & Friends summer camp, and thanks to generous donors who 

supported the H20 Friends program, more than 3,800 people received free Aquarium admission 

and virtual education classes in 2021!

We ended the year with our inaugural Making Waves gala featuring our special guest Fabien Cousteau, 

who shared his underwater adventures inspired by his grandfather ’s legacy. He also reminded us 

of the important work we are doing in our community and beyond to inspire people to care about 

and take action to protect our waterways and the environment.  

Just as the Mississippi River impacts the wildlife living in and around the great river, as well as the 

landscape along it, your support and involvement affect how the Aquarium Foundation positively 

impacts the St. Louis community. Thank you, and please enjoy this snapshot of our 2021 accomplishments!

Sincerely,

Steve O’Loughlin    Diane Bauhof

Chair      Executive Director

St. Louis Aquarium Foundation   St. Louis Aquarium Foundation

Marijo: I don’t want it to be too long and wordy, so I’m wondering what you think of a “snapshot” of our accomplishments?  

However, that probably doesn’t go with the design concept you sent me a few weeks ago 

(although we can save that for our official annual report later in the year if needed??).  

Look through below and let me know if you think we can make this work . 

Maybe there’s a fun way to pop the numbers?  And/or pop the donors’ names?  I dunno…

Water Stewardship – We are honored to have been a part of the Mississippi River Plastic Pollution research initiative presented by the Mississippi River Cities and Towns Initiative, University of Georgia, and United Nations Environment Program. In addition to promoting the many opportunities to get involved during this month-long research initiative, the Aquarium Foundation hosted two river clean-ups – at the Chain of Rocks Bridge in Alton, IL and at Cliff Cave Park in South County – and used the Marine Debris Tracker app to track our results. Interestingly, the top five trash items documented in the three designated research areas (St. Paul, MN; St. Louis, MO; and Baton Rouge, LA) were cigarette butts (made from tiny plastic particles), food wrappers, beverage bottles, foam fragments, and aluminum/tin cans. Overall by material category, 75% were plastics, 7% metal, 7% paper/lumber, 5% glass, and 2% cloth. The intention of this program was to generate information about plastic waste concentrations in specific areas, which all stakeholders – policy makers, businesses and citizens – can use to take action within their communities. 

We also hosted our Chalk the Town Blue event in honor of World Ocean Day on June 5th.  We invited Aquarium guests to participate by drawing chalk art on our Union Station sidewalks to show why they love the ocean. We had hundreds of participants and gave away reusable water bottles and boxes of chalk provided by our event sponsor, Chase.

In partnership with Missouri Confluence Waterkeeper an Blue2Blue Conservation, the Aquarium Foundation sponsored a trash trap in River des Peres locate at Deer Creek Park . A trash trap is a simple device made of a floating boom connected to each side of a river that collects debris as it moves down a waterway. In addition to catching litter and keeping it from entering larger waterways that lead to the ocean, our community hopes to learn more about where the litter is coming from to work on solutions.    

H2O Friends Program – the “Help to our Friends” program provides free Aquarium admission, free education classes and programs, and free bus transportation to students and families in under-resourced communities. This program is funded through many generous donors, including the Kent Family Foundation, Enterprise Bank & Trust Foundation, Nance Frost, Dana Brown Charitable Trust, O’Loughlin Family Foundation, George Bauer, Chase, Ameren, First Bank , and many individuals like you!  In 2021, we collaborated with Title I schools and nonprofit organizations to bring 1,170 individuals to the Aquarium and another 1,595 students received a free virtual class as most schools were not able to visit in person due to the pandemic. 

Thanks to the Hunter Family Foundation and Blueprint4Summer, 26 kids in need received a free Camp Fins & Friends Summer Camp experience and after-care – representing 20% of our campers!

Virtual Education Programs – Our virtual education classes for K-12 schools were quite the hit this year! With most schools not being able to do in-person field trips, teachers were looking for unique learning opportunities for their students, and our curriculum-based classes featuring our Ambassador Animals met their goals. Overall we presented 3,000 students with a virtual program, 53% of which were free through our H2O Friends program. 

Thanks to a donation from Chase, in December we presented four live STREAM programs featuring our live-stream cameras installed at the Shark Canyon and the Otter habitats. These programs reached an estimated 1,280 students!

Camp Fins & Friends Summer Camp – It was our inaugural year for our in-person summer camp! We were thrilled to welcome 144 kids ages 6 to 11 over eight weeks for a week-long camp. In addition to daily visits to the Aquarium, campers visited the behind-the-scenes water filtration systems and Shark Canyon to see how the biologists and engineers keep the Aquarium habitats in tip-top condition as the health of our animals is always of top importance! Campers also enjoyed other attractions at Union Station, such as the St. Louis Wheel, the carousel, mini golf, and a visit to the trains.  

Inaugural Making Waves Gala – We were eel-ated to host our first gala in November with 325 people ready to celebrate under the sea to support the Aquarium Foundation’s mission and the Aquarium’s presence in downtown St. Louis! The event featured ocean conservationist and family legacy Fabien Cousteau and sold out two months before the event. Thanks to our event sponsors, auction donors, attendees, planning committee, Committee Chair Linda Hunter, and everyone who touched the event, we raised $385,000! 

Conservation & Education Center (CEC) – In 2021, we welcomed 179,124 people to the CEC, and we hope you were one of them!  If you haven’t been yet, we invite you to stop by and check it out. The admission-free CEC is open the same hours as the Aquarium and is a great extension to your Aquarium visit with interactive exhibits about our local waterways, the effects of plastic on our rivers and oceans, and ways we can make an impact on water conservation efforts in our community. 

In 2021, we added a new exhibit – an aquaponics tree, donated by MasterCard. This exhibit shares an important message about the symbiotic relationship between the fish in the habitat and the plants. We also invited our guests to engage in hands-on celebrations, such as Climate Change Action Week in November by leaving messages about the positive ways we can help the environment, and our river otters’ birthday in January with notes about why we love otters and a take-home otter bookmark . 

 

Lists/Recognition

 

Members and all donors – I will send the list soon, but save a page for it (assume similar in length to the 2020 annual report donor and members’ list pages)
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QUOTES from Kids/Teachers/Parents:

Marijo: use these however you’d like. Obviously you don’t need to use all of them. Just wanted you to have options

Quotes from the Essay Contest Submissions, Spring 2021:

 • “If I could be any animal, I ’d be a sea otter.” (DJ, 2nd grade)

 • Pritish, 1st Grade

 • Pearl, 2nd grade

If I could be any sea animal, I ’d be a sea otter mama. I would roll and splash and dive with all my children. 

 • Adaleena (1st grade)

If I could be any animal, I ’d be a dolphin. I’d use echolocation…to talk to my dolphin friends!

 • August (5th grade)

If I could invent an aquatic creature…the best adaptations would come from octopuses, lobsters, and mantis shrimp. These changes would help my new creature survive in the deep.

Quotes from Virtual Field Trips:

(4th grade teacher): The program was great! It actually aligned greatly with the Science unit that we are studying about animal adaptations. The only thing that I recommend is to offer a Zoom link for the classes to join. This may make the transition a little more smoother and make the Scholars feel like they are 'really going somewhere'. We had a little bit of tech issues because of the security feature set up on our Zoom Meetings. I had to quickly set up another Zoom, send it to the teacher and my Scholars and get everybody logged in. Other than that we had a GREAT Experience! This was a nice adjustment to our virtual world.

(5th grade teacher): Thanks for an opportunity that our students wouldn't have otherwise been able to access, without a scholarship! This year of virtual education has been challenging and community partnerships like yours allow our kids to experience engaging, unique programs that keep them interested in learning.

(3rd grade teacher): This was so much fun! My class has been virtual all school year, and this kind of program was exactly what we needed to jazz it up at this point in the school year. Amelia was great as were the animal handlers. We hope to be able to continue attending this program in years to come. Thank you! :)

(4th grade teacher):  Thank you for all of the great resources to use before and after the zoom. We really enjoyed all of the animals!

Student Feedback:

 • Ferguson-Florissant 4th grader, after virtual program, spring 2021: 

I learned that I love animals more than thought I did.

I learned that animals live in different parts of the world.

I learned how animals survive in their habitat

I learned that there are more animals that I did not know about.

 • From the Ferg-Flor 4th grade evaluation after the virtual program:   76% of the students said they have more interest in learning about animals after the virtual program (17% had no change in attitude)

Summer Camp Feedback/Quotes:

Parent feedback surveys from summer camp 2021:  

 • 96% rated Camp Fins & Friends Summer Camp as Excellent or Very Good.

 • Our daughter was already asking to go back next year.

 • My daughter said two of her favorite things was going to the behind the scenes filter room to see how that all works and also she loved visiting the touch pools.

 • Thank you! My kids learned so much and can't wait to return to this camp again! 

 • Our daughter loved this camp! I felt that it was very organized, fun and educational. I was especially appreciative of adherence to Covid protocols. Thank you for a great week!! We will definitely come back next year.

The following is from a parent of a scholarship recipient receiving free week of summer camp:

Sent: Thursday, May 13, 2021

To: Amelia Rodgers

Subject: Re: Camp Fins & Friends Application

 

This is incredible. I ’m in tears!!! Thank you so so much. 

Sent: Thursday, May 13, 2021

To: Amelia Rodgers

Subject: Re: Camp Fins & Friends Application

 

This is incredible. I ’m in tears!!! Thank you so so much. 

The following was from a summer camper survey; he gave us a 5-star rating! 
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IF I COULD BE
ANY SEA ANIMAL,

I’D BE A SEA OTTER MAMA.
I WOULD ROLL AND SPLASH 

AND DIVE WITH ALL
MY CHILDREN.

ESSAY CONTEST SUBMISSION,
SPRING 2021

PEARL , 2ND GRADE

T H A N K  Y O U

T O  O U R  D O N O R S

  

&

List includes gifts of $250+ received
between January 1, 2021 and 

 December 31, 2021.

   The St. Louis Aquarium Foundation 
   makes every effort to recognize our 

     donors accurately.  However, if you 
      notice an error, please let us know so 

       we can correct it in the future.

In 2021, we welcomed 179,124 people to the 

Conservation & Education Center (CEC), and we  

hope you were one of them!  If you haven’t been yet, 

we invite you to check it out.  The admission-

free CEC is open the same hours as the Aquarium 

and is a great extension to your Aquarium visit  

with interactive exhibits about our local

waterways, the effects of plastic on our rivers 

and oceans, and ways  we can make an impact 

on water conservation efforts in our community. 

We added a new aquaponics tree exhibit in 

2021 – donated by Mastercard.  This exhibit 

shares an important message about the 

symbiotic relationship between the fish 

in the habitat and the plants.  We also 

invited our guests to engage in hands-on 

celebrations, such as Climate Change 

Action Week in November by leaving 

notes about the positive ways we can 

help the environment, and our river 

otters’ birthday in January with 

messages about why we love otters.

2021 Impact Report
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Title of Report:   2021 - An OTTERly Impactful Year!  (use otters on cover)

Inside cover will be a letter signed by Diane Bauhof and Steve O’Loughlin (do we need a photo of us together…or individual photos?)

Dear Friends,

Happy new year from all of us at the St. Louis Aquarium Foundation! 

As we look back on 2021, we are grateful for the community’s support and our 

conservation education impact teaching kids about marine animals, their habitats, 

and the importance of our local waterways to our community and beyond. 

After implementing virtual classes in fall 2020 to accommodate at-home schooling, 

we continued offering virtual programs into spring 2021 and were filled to capacity 

providing virtual programs to over 2,500 students. We continued to offer free Aquarium 

visits for families in under-resourced communities through collaborating with other 

nonprofit organizations, such as Better Family Life, Variety Children’s Charity of St. Louis, 

Center for Head Injury Services, Giant Steps of St. Louis, Wisdom Academy, and more. We 

launched our Camp Fins & Friends summer camp, and thanks to generous donors who 

supported the H20 Friends program, more than 3,800 people received free Aquarium admission 

and virtual education classes in 2021!

We ended the year with our inaugural Making Waves gala featuring our special guest Fabien Cousteau, 

who shared his underwater adventures inspired by his grandfather ’s legacy. He also reminded us 

of the important work we are doing in our community and beyond to inspire people to care about 

and take action to protect our waterways and the environment.  

Just as the Mississippi River impacts the wildlife living in and around the great river, as well as the 

landscape along it, your support and involvement affect how the Aquarium Foundation positively 

impacts the St. Louis community. Thank you, and please enjoy this snapshot of our 2021 accomplishments!

Sincerely,

Steve O’Loughlin    Diane Bauhof

Chair      Executive Director

St. Louis Aquarium Foundation   St. Louis Aquarium Foundation

Marijo: I don’t want it to be too long and wordy, so I’m wondering what you think of a “snapshot” of our accomplishments?  

However, that probably doesn’t go with the design concept you sent me a few weeks ago 

(although we can save that for our official annual report later in the year if needed??).  

Look through below and let me know if you think we can make this work . 

Maybe there’s a fun way to pop the numbers?  And/or pop the donors’ names?  I dunno…

Water Stewardship – We are honored to have been a part of the Mississippi River Plastic Pollution research initiative presented by the Mississippi River Cities and Towns Initiative, University of Georgia, and United Nations Environment Program. In addition to promoting the many opportunities to get involved during this month-long research initiative, the Aquarium Foundation hosted two river clean-ups – at the Chain of Rocks Bridge in Alton, IL and at Cliff Cave Park in South County – and used the Marine Debris Tracker app to track our results. Interestingly, the top five trash items documented in the three designated research areas (St. Paul, MN; St. Louis, MO; and Baton Rouge, LA) were cigarette butts (made from tiny plastic particles), food wrappers, beverage bottles, foam fragments, and aluminum/tin cans. Overall by material category, 75% were plastics, 7% metal, 7% paper/lumber, 5% glass, and 2% cloth. The intention of this program was to generate information about plastic waste concentrations in specific areas, which all stakeholders – policy makers, businesses and citizens – can use to take action within their communities. 

We also hosted our Chalk the Town Blue event in honor of World Ocean Day on June 5th.  We invited Aquarium guests to participate by drawing chalk art on our Union Station sidewalks to show why they love the ocean. We had hundreds of participants and gave away reusable water bottles and boxes of chalk provided by our event sponsor, Chase.

In partnership with Missouri Confluence Waterkeeper an Blue2Blue Conservation, the Aquarium Foundation sponsored a trash trap in River des Peres locate at Deer Creek Park . A trash trap is a simple device made of a floating boom connected to each side of a river that collects debris as it moves down a waterway. In addition to catching litter and keeping it from entering larger waterways that lead to the ocean, our community hopes to learn more about where the litter is coming from to work on solutions.    

H2O Friends Program – the “Help to our Friends” program provides free Aquarium admission, free education classes and programs, and free bus transportation to students and families in under-resourced communities. This program is funded through many generous donors, including the Kent Family Foundation, Enterprise Bank & Trust Foundation, Nance Frost, Dana Brown Charitable Trust, O’Loughlin Family Foundation, George Bauer, Chase, Ameren, First Bank , and many individuals like you!  In 2021, we collaborated with Title I schools and nonprofit organizations to bring 1,170 individuals to the Aquarium and another 1,595 students received a free virtual class as most schools were not able to visit in person due to the pandemic. 

Thanks to the Hunter Family Foundation and Blueprint4Summer, 26 kids in need received a free Camp Fins & Friends Summer Camp experience and after-care – representing 20% of our campers!

Virtual Education Programs – Our virtual education classes for K-12 schools were quite the hit this year! With most schools not being able to do in-person field trips, teachers were looking for unique learning opportunities for their students, and our curriculum-based classes featuring our Ambassador Animals met their goals. Overall we presented 3,000 students with a virtual program, 53% of which were free through our H2O Friends program. 

Thanks to a donation from Chase, in December we presented four live STREAM programs featuring our live-stream cameras installed at the Shark Canyon and the Otter habitats. These programs reached an estimated 1,280 students!

Camp Fins & Friends Summer Camp – It was our inaugural year for our in-person summer camp! We were thrilled to welcome 144 kids ages 6 to 11 over eight weeks for a week-long camp. In addition to daily visits to the Aquarium, campers visited the behind-the-scenes water filtration systems and Shark Canyon to see how the biologists and engineers keep the Aquarium habitats in tip-top condition as the health of our animals is always of top importance! Campers also enjoyed other attractions at Union Station, such as the St. Louis Wheel, the carousel, mini golf, and a visit to the trains.  

Inaugural Making Waves Gala – We were eel-ated to host our first gala in November with 325 people ready to celebrate under the sea to support the Aquarium Foundation’s mission and the Aquarium’s presence in downtown St. Louis! The event featured ocean conservationist and family legacy Fabien Cousteau and sold out two months before the event. Thanks to our event sponsors, auction donors, attendees, planning committee, Committee Chair Linda Hunter, and everyone who touched the event, we raised $385,000! 

Conservation & Education Center (CEC) – In 2021, we welcomed 179,124 people to the CEC, and we hope you were one of them!  If you haven’t been yet, we invite you to stop by and check it out. The admission-free CEC is open the same hours as the Aquarium and is a great extension to your Aquarium visit with interactive exhibits about our local waterways, the effects of plastic on our rivers and oceans, and ways we can make an impact on water conservation efforts in our community. 

In 2021, we added a new exhibit – an aquaponics tree, donated by MasterCard. This exhibit shares an important message about the symbiotic relationship between the fish in the habitat and the plants. We also invited our guests to engage in hands-on celebrations, such as Climate Change Action Week in November by leaving messages about the positive ways we can help the environment, and our river otters’ birthday in January with notes about why we love otters and a take-home otter bookmark . 
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Members and all donors – I will send the list soon, but save a page for it (assume similar in length to the 2020 annual report donor and members’ list pages)
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I will send these via WeTransfer. They don’t all have to be used, and/or you may have other photos you can reference. 

QUOTES from Kids/Teachers/Parents:

Marijo: use these however you’d like. Obviously you don’t need to use all of them. Just wanted you to have options

Quotes from the Essay Contest Submissions, Spring 2021:

 • “If I could be any animal, I ’d be a sea otter.” (DJ, 2nd grade)

 • Pritish, 1st Grade

 • Pearl, 2nd grade

If I could be any sea animal, I ’d be a sea otter mama. I would roll and splash and dive with all my children. 

 • Adaleena (1st grade)

If I could be any animal, I ’d be a dolphin. I’d use echolocation…to talk to my dolphin friends!

 • August (5th grade)

If I could invent an aquatic creature…the best adaptations would come from octopuses, lobsters, and mantis shrimp. These changes would help my new creature survive in the deep.

Quotes from Virtual Field Trips:

(4th grade teacher): The program was great! It actually aligned greatly with the Science unit that we are studying about animal adaptations. The only thing that I recommend is to offer a Zoom link for the classes to join. This may make the transition a little more smoother and make the Scholars feel like they are 'really going somewhere'. We had a little bit of tech issues because of the security feature set up on our Zoom Meetings. I had to quickly set up another Zoom, send it to the teacher and my Scholars and get everybody logged in. Other than that we had a GREAT Experience! This was a nice adjustment to our virtual world.

(5th grade teacher): Thanks for an opportunity that our students wouldn't have otherwise been able to access, without a scholarship! This year of virtual education has been challenging and community partnerships like yours allow our kids to experience engaging, unique programs that keep them interested in learning.

(3rd grade teacher): This was so much fun! My class has been virtual all school year, and this kind of program was exactly what we needed to jazz it up at this point in the school year. Amelia was great as were the animal handlers. We hope to be able to continue attending this program in years to come. Thank you! :)

(4th grade teacher):  Thank you for all of the great resources to use before and after the zoom. We really enjoyed all of the animals!

Student Feedback:

 • Ferguson-Florissant 4th grader, after virtual program, spring 2021: 

I learned that I love animals more than thought I did.

I learned that animals live in different parts of the world.

I learned how animals survive in their habitat

I learned that there are more animals that I did not know about.

 • From the Ferg-Flor 4th grade evaluation after the virtual program:   76% of the students said they have more interest in learning about animals after the virtual program (17% had no change in attitude)

Summer Camp Feedback/Quotes:

Parent feedback surveys from summer camp 2021:  

 • 96% rated Camp Fins & Friends Summer Camp as Excellent or Very Good.

 • Our daughter was already asking to go back next year.

 • My daughter said two of her favorite things was going to the behind the scenes filter room to see how that all works and also she loved visiting the touch pools.

 • Thank you! My kids learned so much and can't wait to return to this camp again! 

 • Our daughter loved this camp! I felt that it was very organized, fun and educational. I was especially appreciative of adherence to Covid protocols. Thank you for a great week!! We will definitely come back next year.

The following is from a parent of a scholarship recipient receiving free week of summer camp:

Sent: Thursday, May 13, 2021

To: Amelia Rodgers

Subject: Re: Camp Fins & Friends Application

 

This is incredible. I ’m in tears!!! Thank you so so much. 

Sent: Thursday, May 13, 2021

To: Amelia Rodgers

Subject: Re: Camp Fins & Friends Application

 

This is incredible. I ’m in tears!!! Thank you so so much. 

The following was from a summer camper survey; he gave us a 5-star rating! 
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IF I COULD BE
ANY SEA ANIMAL,

I’D BE A SEA OTTER MAMA.
I WOULD ROLL AND SPLASH 

AND DIVE WITH ALL
MY CHILDREN.

ESSAY CONTEST SUBMISSION,
SPRING 2021

PEARL , 2ND GRADE
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T O  O U R  D O N O R S
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List includes gifts of $250+ received
between January 1, 2021 and 

 December 31, 2021.

   The St. Louis Aquarium Foundation 
   makes every effort to recognize our 

     donors accurately.  However, if you 
      notice an error, please let us know so 

       we can correct it in the future.
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2021 Impact Report

Marijo:

I’m flexible on the size of this piece, as long as it fits in a 9” by 12” envelope.  If needed, let me know if you have questions along the way as you’re designing it.  I  included a variety of teacher/parent/kid feedback below that you can choose from when designing each of the pages. Use them as you’d like.  I  also included a few images kids drew in case you can use those. You don’t HAVE to use them; just sending some options.  

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Title of Report:   2021 - An OTTERly Impactful Year!  (use otters on cover)

Inside cover will be a letter signed by Diane Bauhof and Steve O’Loughlin (do we need a photo of us together…or individual photos?)

Dear Friends,

Happy new year from all of us at the St. Louis Aquarium Foundation! 

As we look back on 2021, we are grateful for the community’s support and our 

conservation education impact teaching kids about marine animals, their habitats, 

and the importance of our local waterways to our community and beyond. 

After implementing virtual classes in fall 2020 to accommodate at-home schooling, 

we continued offering virtual programs into spring 2021 and were filled to capacity 

providing virtual programs to over 2,500 students. We continued to offer free Aquarium 

visits for families in under-resourced communities through collaborating with other 

nonprofit organizations, such as Better Family Life, Variety Children’s Charity of St. Louis, 

Center for Head Injury Services, Giant Steps of St. Louis, Wisdom Academy, and more. We 

launched our Camp Fins & Friends summer camp, and thanks to generous donors who 

supported the H20 Friends program, more than 3,800 people received free Aquarium admission 

and virtual education classes in 2021!

We ended the year with our inaugural Making Waves gala featuring our special guest Fabien Cousteau, 

who shared his underwater adventures inspired by his grandfather ’s legacy. He also reminded us 

of the important work we are doing in our community and beyond to inspire people to care about 

and take action to protect our waterways and the environment.  

Just as the Mississippi River impacts the wildlife living in and around the great river, as well as the 

landscape along it, your support and involvement affect how the Aquarium Foundation positively 

impacts the St. Louis community. Thank you, and please enjoy this snapshot of our 2021 accomplishments!

Sincerely,

Steve O’Loughlin    Diane Bauhof

Chair      Executive Director

St. Louis Aquarium Foundation   St. Louis Aquarium Foundation

Marijo: I don’t want it to be too long and wordy, so I’m wondering what you think of a “snapshot” of our accomplishments?  

However, that probably doesn’t go with the design concept you sent me a few weeks ago 

(although we can save that for our official annual report later in the year if needed??).  

Look through below and let me know if you think we can make this work . 

Maybe there’s a fun way to pop the numbers?  And/or pop the donors’ names?  I dunno…

Water Stewardship – We are honored to have been a part of the Mississippi River Plastic Pollution research initiative presented by the Mississippi River Cities and Towns Initiative, University of Georgia, and United Nations Environment Program. In addition to promoting the many opportunities to get involved during this month-long research initiative, the Aquarium Foundation hosted two river clean-ups – at the Chain of Rocks Bridge in Alton, IL and at Cliff Cave Park in South County – and used the Marine Debris Tracker app to track our results. Interestingly, the top five trash items documented in the three designated research areas (St. Paul, MN; St. Louis, MO; and Baton Rouge, LA) were cigarette butts (made from tiny plastic particles), food wrappers, beverage bottles, foam fragments, and aluminum/tin cans. Overall by material category, 75% were plastics, 7% metal, 7% paper/lumber, 5% glass, and 2% cloth. The intention of this program was to generate information about plastic waste concentrations in specific areas, which all stakeholders – policy makers, businesses and citizens – can use to take action within their communities. 

We also hosted our Chalk the Town Blue event in honor of World Ocean Day on June 5th.  We invited Aquarium guests to participate by drawing chalk art on our Union Station sidewalks to show why they love the ocean. We had hundreds of participants and gave away reusable water bottles and boxes of chalk provided by our event sponsor, Chase.

In partnership with Missouri Confluence Waterkeeper an Blue2Blue Conservation, the Aquarium Foundation sponsored a trash trap in River des Peres locate at Deer Creek Park . A trash trap is a simple device made of a floating boom connected to each side of a river that collects debris as it moves down a waterway. In addition to catching litter and keeping it from entering larger waterways that lead to the ocean, our community hopes to learn more about where the litter is coming from to work on solutions.    

H2O Friends Program – the “Help to our Friends” program provides free Aquarium admission, free education classes and programs, and free bus transportation to students and families in under-resourced communities. This program is funded through many generous donors, including the Kent Family Foundation, Enterprise Bank & Trust Foundation, Nance Frost, Dana Brown Charitable Trust, O’Loughlin Family Foundation, George Bauer, Chase, Ameren, First Bank , and many individuals like you!  In 2021, we collaborated with Title I schools and nonprofit organizations to bring 1,170 individuals to the Aquarium and another 1,595 students received a free virtual class as most schools were not able to visit in person due to the pandemic. 

Thanks to the Hunter Family Foundation and Blueprint4Summer, 26 kids in need received a free Camp Fins & Friends Summer Camp experience and after-care – representing 20% of our campers!

Virtual Education Programs – Our virtual education classes for K-12 schools were quite the hit this year! With most schools not being able to do in-person field trips, teachers were looking for unique learning opportunities for their students, and our curriculum-based classes featuring our Ambassador Animals met their goals. Overall we presented 3,000 students with a virtual program, 53% of which were free through our H2O Friends program. 

Thanks to a donation from Chase, in December we presented four live STREAM programs featuring our live-stream cameras installed at the Shark Canyon and the Otter habitats. These programs reached an estimated 1,280 students!

Camp Fins & Friends Summer Camp – It was our inaugural year for our in-person summer camp! We were thrilled to welcome 144 kids ages 6 to 11 over eight weeks for a week-long camp. In addition to daily visits to the Aquarium, campers visited the behind-the-scenes water filtration systems and Shark Canyon to see how the biologists and engineers keep the Aquarium habitats in tip-top condition as the health of our animals is always of top importance! Campers also enjoyed other attractions at Union Station, such as the St. Louis Wheel, the carousel, mini golf, and a visit to the trains.  

Inaugural Making Waves Gala – We were eel-ated to host our first gala in November with 325 people ready to celebrate under the sea to support the Aquarium Foundation’s mission and the Aquarium’s presence in downtown St. Louis! The event featured ocean conservationist and family legacy Fabien Cousteau and sold out two months before the event. Thanks to our event sponsors, auction donors, attendees, planning committee, Committee Chair Linda Hunter, and everyone who touched the event, we raised $385,000! 

Conservation & Education Center (CEC) – In 2021, we welcomed 179,124 people to the CEC, and we hope you were one of them!  If you haven’t been yet, we invite you to stop by and check it out. The admission-free CEC is open the same hours as the Aquarium and is a great extension to your Aquarium visit with interactive exhibits about our local waterways, the effects of plastic on our rivers and oceans, and ways we can make an impact on water conservation efforts in our community. 

In 2021, we added a new exhibit – an aquaponics tree, donated by MasterCard. This exhibit shares an important message about the symbiotic relationship between the fish in the habitat and the plants. We also invited our guests to engage in hands-on celebrations, such as Climate Change Action Week in November by leaving messages about the positive ways we can help the environment, and our river otters’ birthday in January with notes about why we love otters and a take-home otter bookmark . 

 

Lists/Recognition

 

Members and all donors – I will send the list soon, but save a page for it (assume similar in length to the 2020 annual report donor and members’ list pages)
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QUOTES from Kids/Teachers/Parents:

Marijo: use these however you’d like. Obviously you don’t need to use all of them. Just wanted you to have options

Quotes from the Essay Contest Submissions, Spring 2021:

 • “If I could be any animal, I ’d be a sea otter.” (DJ, 2nd grade)

 • Pritish, 1st Grade

 • Pearl, 2nd grade

If I could be any sea animal, I ’d be a sea otter mama. I would roll and splash and dive with all my children. 

 • Adaleena (1st grade)

If I could be any animal, I ’d be a dolphin. I’d use echolocation…to talk to my dolphin friends!

 • August (5th grade)

If I could invent an aquatic creature…the best adaptations would come from octopuses, lobsters, and mantis shrimp. These changes would help my new creature survive in the deep.

Quotes from Virtual Field Trips:

(4th grade teacher): The program was great! It actually aligned greatly with the Science unit that we are studying about animal adaptations. The only thing that I recommend is to offer a Zoom link for the classes to join. This may make the transition a little more smoother and make the Scholars feel like they are 'really going somewhere'. We had a little bit of tech issues because of the security feature set up on our Zoom Meetings. I had to quickly set up another Zoom, send it to the teacher and my Scholars and get everybody logged in. Other than that we had a GREAT Experience! This was a nice adjustment to our virtual world.

(5th grade teacher): Thanks for an opportunity that our students wouldn't have otherwise been able to access, without a scholarship! This year of virtual education has been challenging and community partnerships like yours allow our kids to experience engaging, unique programs that keep them interested in learning.

(3rd grade teacher): This was so much fun! My class has been virtual all school year, and this kind of program was exactly what we needed to jazz it up at this point in the school year. Amelia was great as were the animal handlers. We hope to be able to continue attending this program in years to come. Thank you! :)

(4th grade teacher):  Thank you for all of the great resources to use before and after the zoom. We really enjoyed all of the animals!

Student Feedback:

 • Ferguson-Florissant 4th grader, after virtual program, spring 2021: 

I learned that I love animals more than thought I did.

I learned that animals live in different parts of the world.

I learned how animals survive in their habitat

I learned that there are more animals that I did not know about.

 • From the Ferg-Flor 4th grade evaluation after the virtual program:   76% of the students said they have more interest in learning about animals after the virtual program (17% had no change in attitude)

Summer Camp Feedback/Quotes:

Parent feedback surveys from summer camp 2021:  

 • 96% rated Camp Fins & Friends Summer Camp as Excellent or Very Good.

 • Our daughter was already asking to go back next year.

 • My daughter said two of her favorite things was going to the behind the scenes filter room to see how that all works and also she loved visiting the touch pools.

 • Thank you! My kids learned so much and can't wait to return to this camp again! 

 • Our daughter loved this camp! I felt that it was very organized, fun and educational. I was especially appreciative of adherence to Covid protocols. Thank you for a great week!! We will definitely come back next year.

The following is from a parent of a scholarship recipient receiving free week of summer camp:

Sent: Thursday, May 13, 2021

To: Amelia Rodgers

Subject: Re: Camp Fins & Friends Application

 

This is incredible. I ’m in tears!!! Thank you so so much. 

Sent: Thursday, May 13, 2021

To: Amelia Rodgers

Subject: Re: Camp Fins & Friends Application

 

This is incredible. I ’m in tears!!! Thank you so so much. 

The following was from a summer camper survey; he gave us a 5-star rating! 
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2021 Impact Report

Marijo:

I’m flexible on the size of this piece, as long as it fits in a 9” by 12” envelope.  If needed, let me know if you have questions along the way as you’re designing it.  I  included a variety of teacher/parent/kid feedback below that you can choose from when designing each of the pages. Use them as you’d like.  I  also included a few images kids drew in case you can use those. You don’t HAVE to use them; just sending some options.  

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Title of Report:   2021 - An OTTERly Impactful Year!  (use otters on cover)

Inside cover will be a letter signed by Diane Bauhof and Steve O’Loughlin (do we need a photo of us together…or individual photos?)

Dear Friends,

Happy new year from all of us at the St. Louis Aquarium Foundation! 

As we look back on 2021, we are grateful for the community’s support and our 

conservation education impact teaching kids about marine animals, their habitats, 

and the importance of our local waterways to our community and beyond. 

After implementing virtual classes in fall 2020 to accommodate at-home schooling, 

we continued offering virtual programs into spring 2021 and were filled to capacity 

providing virtual programs to over 2,500 students. We continued to offer free Aquarium 

visits for families in under-resourced communities through collaborating with other 

nonprofit organizations, such as Better Family Life, Variety Children’s Charity of St. Louis, 

Center for Head Injury Services, Giant Steps of St. Louis, Wisdom Academy, and more. We 

launched our Camp Fins & Friends summer camp, and thanks to generous donors who 

supported the H20 Friends program, more than 3,800 people received free Aquarium admission 

and virtual education classes in 2021!

We ended the year with our inaugural Making Waves gala featuring our special guest Fabien Cousteau, 

who shared his underwater adventures inspired by his grandfather ’s legacy. He also reminded us 

of the important work we are doing in our community and beyond to inspire people to care about 

and take action to protect our waterways and the environment.  

Just as the Mississippi River impacts the wildlife living in and around the great river, as well as the 

landscape along it, your support and involvement affect how the Aquarium Foundation positively 

impacts the St. Louis community. Thank you, and please enjoy this snapshot of our 2021 accomplishments!

Sincerely,

Steve O’Loughlin    Diane Bauhof

Chair      Executive Director

St. Louis Aquarium Foundation   St. Louis Aquarium Foundation

Marijo: I don’t want it to be too long and wordy, so I’m wondering what you think of a “snapshot” of our accomplishments?  

However, that probably doesn’t go with the design concept you sent me a few weeks ago 

(although we can save that for our official annual report later in the year if needed??).  

Look through below and let me know if you think we can make this work . 

Maybe there’s a fun way to pop the numbers?  And/or pop the donors’ names?  I dunno…

Water Stewardship – We are honored to have been a part of the Mississippi River Plastic Pollution research initiative presented by the Mississippi River Cities and Towns Initiative, University of Georgia, and United Nations Environment Program. In addition to promoting the many opportunities to get involved during this month-long research initiative, the Aquarium Foundation hosted two river clean-ups – at the Chain of Rocks Bridge in Alton, IL and at Cliff Cave Park in South County – and used the Marine Debris Tracker app to track our results. Interestingly, the top five trash items documented in the three designated research areas (St. Paul, MN; St. Louis, MO; and Baton Rouge, LA) were cigarette butts (made from tiny plastic particles), food wrappers, beverage bottles, foam fragments, and aluminum/tin cans. Overall by material category, 75% were plastics, 7% metal, 7% paper/lumber, 5% glass, and 2% cloth. The intention of this program was to generate information about plastic waste concentrations in specific areas, which all stakeholders – policy makers, businesses and citizens – can use to take action within their communities. 

We also hosted our Chalk the Town Blue event in honor of World Ocean Day on June 5th.  We invited Aquarium guests to participate by drawing chalk art on our Union Station sidewalks to show why they love the ocean. We had hundreds of participants and gave away reusable water bottles and boxes of chalk provided by our event sponsor, Chase.

In partnership with Missouri Confluence Waterkeeper an Blue2Blue Conservation, the Aquarium Foundation sponsored a trash trap in River des Peres locate at Deer Creek Park . A trash trap is a simple device made of a floating boom connected to each side of a river that collects debris as it moves down a waterway. In addition to catching litter and keeping it from entering larger waterways that lead to the ocean, our community hopes to learn more about where the litter is coming from to work on solutions.    

H2O Friends Program – the “Help to our Friends” program provides free Aquarium admission, free education classes and programs, and free bus transportation to students and families in under-resourced communities. This program is funded through many generous donors, including the Kent Family Foundation, Enterprise Bank & Trust Foundation, Nance Frost, Dana Brown Charitable Trust, O’Loughlin Family Foundation, George Bauer, Chase, Ameren, First Bank , and many individuals like you!  In 2021, we collaborated with Title I schools and nonprofit organizations to bring 1,170 individuals to the Aquarium and another 1,595 students received a free virtual class as most schools were not able to visit in person due to the pandemic. 

Thanks to the Hunter Family Foundation and Blueprint4Summer, 26 kids in need received a free Camp Fins & Friends Summer Camp experience and after-care – representing 20% of our campers!

Virtual Education Programs – Our virtual education classes for K-12 schools were quite the hit this year! With most schools not being able to do in-person field trips, teachers were looking for unique learning opportunities for their students, and our curriculum-based classes featuring our Ambassador Animals met their goals. Overall we presented 3,000 students with a virtual program, 53% of which were free through our H2O Friends program. 

Thanks to a donation from Chase, in December we presented four live STREAM programs featuring our live-stream cameras installed at the Shark Canyon and the Otter habitats. These programs reached an estimated 1,280 students!

Camp Fins & Friends Summer Camp – It was our inaugural year for our in-person summer camp! We were thrilled to welcome 144 kids ages 6 to 11 over eight weeks for a week-long camp. In addition to daily visits to the Aquarium, campers visited the behind-the-scenes water filtration systems and Shark Canyon to see how the biologists and engineers keep the Aquarium habitats in tip-top condition as the health of our animals is always of top importance! Campers also enjoyed other attractions at Union Station, such as the St. Louis Wheel, the carousel, mini golf, and a visit to the trains.  

Inaugural Making Waves Gala – We were eel-ated to host our first gala in November with 325 people ready to celebrate under the sea to support the Aquarium Foundation’s mission and the Aquarium’s presence in downtown St. Louis! The event featured ocean conservationist and family legacy Fabien Cousteau and sold out two months before the event. Thanks to our event sponsors, auction donors, attendees, planning committee, Committee Chair Linda Hunter, and everyone who touched the event, we raised $385,000! 

Conservation & Education Center (CEC) – In 2021, we welcomed 179,124 people to the CEC, and we hope you were one of them!  If you haven’t been yet, we invite you to stop by and check it out. The admission-free CEC is open the same hours as the Aquarium and is a great extension to your Aquarium visit with interactive exhibits about our local waterways, the effects of plastic on our rivers and oceans, and ways we can make an impact on water conservation efforts in our community. 

In 2021, we added a new exhibit – an aquaponics tree, donated by MasterCard. This exhibit shares an important message about the symbiotic relationship between the fish in the habitat and the plants. We also invited our guests to engage in hands-on celebrations, such as Climate Change Action Week in November by leaving messages about the positive ways we can help the environment, and our river otters’ birthday in January with notes about why we love otters and a take-home otter bookmark . 

 

Lists/Recognition

 

Members and all donors – I will send the list soon, but save a page for it (assume similar in length to the 2020 annual report donor and members’ list pages)
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Photos:

I will send these via WeTransfer. They don’t all have to be used, and/or you may have other photos you can reference. 

QUOTES from Kids/Teachers/Parents:

Marijo: use these however you’d like. Obviously you don’t need to use all of them. Just wanted you to have options

Quotes from the Essay Contest Submissions, Spring 2021:

 • “If I could be any animal, I ’d be a sea otter.” (DJ, 2nd grade)

 • Pritish, 1st Grade

 • Pearl, 2nd grade

If I could be any sea animal, I ’d be a sea otter mama. I would roll and splash and dive with all my children. 

 • Adaleena (1st grade)

If I could be any animal, I ’d be a dolphin. I’d use echolocation…to talk to my dolphin friends!

 • August (5th grade)

If I could invent an aquatic creature…the best adaptations would come from octopuses, lobsters, and mantis shrimp. These changes would help my new creature survive in the deep.

Quotes from Virtual Field Trips:

(4th grade teacher): The program was great! It actually aligned greatly with the Science unit that we are studying about animal adaptations. The only thing that I recommend is to offer a Zoom link for the classes to join. This may make the transition a little more smoother and make the Scholars feel like they are 'really going somewhere'. We had a little bit of tech issues because of the security feature set up on our Zoom Meetings. I had to quickly set up another Zoom, send it to the teacher and my Scholars and get everybody logged in. Other than that we had a GREAT Experience! This was a nice adjustment to our virtual world.

(5th grade teacher): Thanks for an opportunity that our students wouldn't have otherwise been able to access, without a scholarship! This year of virtual education has been challenging and community partnerships like yours allow our kids to experience engaging, unique programs that keep them interested in learning.

(3rd grade teacher): This was so much fun! My class has been virtual all school year, and this kind of program was exactly what we needed to jazz it up at this point in the school year. Amelia was great as were the animal handlers. We hope to be able to continue attending this program in years to come. Thank you! :)

(4th grade teacher):  Thank you for all of the great resources to use before and after the zoom. We really enjoyed all of the animals!

Student Feedback:

 • Ferguson-Florissant 4th grader, after virtual program, spring 2021: 

I learned that I love animals more than thought I did.

I learned that animals live in different parts of the world.

I learned how animals survive in their habitat

I learned that there are more animals that I did not know about.

 • From the Ferg-Flor 4th grade evaluation after the virtual program:   76% of the students said they have more interest in learning about animals after the virtual program (17% had no change in attitude)

Summer Camp Feedback/Quotes:

Parent feedback surveys from summer camp 2021:  

 • 96% rated Camp Fins & Friends Summer Camp as Excellent or Very Good.

 • Our daughter was already asking to go back next year.

 • My daughter said two of her favorite things was going to the behind the scenes filter room to see how that all works and also she loved visiting the touch pools.

 • Thank you! My kids learned so much and can't wait to return to this camp again! 

 • Our daughter loved this camp! I felt that it was very organized, fun and educational. I was especially appreciative of adherence to Covid protocols. Thank you for a great week!! We will definitely come back next year.

The following is from a parent of a scholarship recipient receiving free week of summer camp:

Sent: Thursday, May 13, 2021

To: Amelia Rodgers

Subject: Re: Camp Fins & Friends Application

 

This is incredible. I ’m in tears!!! Thank you so so much. 

Sent: Thursday, May 13, 2021

To: Amelia Rodgers

Subject: Re: Camp Fins & Friends Application

 

This is incredible. I ’m in tears!!! Thank you so so much. 

The following was from a summer camper survey; he gave us a 5-star rating! 
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