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The St. Louis Aquarium Foundation

is the nonprofit partner to the

St. Louis Aquarium and engages

individuals through access, conservation

and education programs,

building powerful communities

for water stewardship.

S T L A Q U A R I U M F O U N D AT I O N . O R G
3 1 4 . 9 2 3 . 3 9 2 6

I N F O @ S T L A Q U A R I U M F O U N D AT I O N . O R G
 

201 S. 18th Street

St. Louis, MO 63103

St. Louis Aquarium Foundation

201 South 18th Street

St. Louis, MO 63103

H O W  Y O U  

H E L P E D  I M P A C T  A N

G R E A T  Y E A R !
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W H A T  A N  I N C R E D I B L E  Y E A R  F O R  G R O W T H  2 0 2 3  W A S !

Through the H 0 Friends program, the Foundation provides free 

access to the St. Louis Aquarium and STEM based conservation and 

aquatic life education for youth from Title 1 schools as well as other 

underserved community partners.  In 2023, we served over 3 times 

more students than we served the previous year, providing access 

for almost 14,000 people!  

For those that demonstrate financial need, the St. Louis Aquarium can 

provide, based on the criteria of the school or group, the following: 

 •  Aquarium Admission 

 •  Guided Field Trips

 •  Education Classes 

 •  Bus Transportation

 •  Outreach Through our Mobile Van

The program is funded by many generous donors, including the 

Kent Family Foundation, Enterprise Bank & Trust Foundation, 

                                    Nance Frost, and Linda and Jesse Hunter. 

                                              In 2023, we collaborated with Title 1 

                                                  schools and underserved community 

                                                      groups to bring almost 14 ,000 

                                                                   individuals to the Aquarium. 

I N  2 0 2 3 ,

W E  S E R V E D  O V E R

3  T I M E S  A S  M A N Y

S T U D E N T S  T H A N  W E

S E R V E D  T H E  P R E V I O U S  Y E A R ,

P R O V I D E D  A C C E S S  F O R

A L M O S T  1 4 , 0 0 0  P E O P L E  

A N D  D E L I V E R E D  1 8 8

F R E E  E D U C A T I O N

C L A S S E S .

     

H A P P Y  N E W  Y E A R !   T H E  W O R D  O F  T H E  Y E A R  F O R  T H E

S T .  L O U I S  A Q U A R I U M  F O U N D A T I O N  W A S  U N D O U B T E D L Y  

“ G R O W T H , ”  A N D  W E  A R E  S O  G R A T E F U L  T O  O U R  B O A R D  

O F  D I R E C T O R S ,  O U R  V O L U N T E E R S  A N D  D O N O R S  F O R  

T H E I R  S U P P O R T .

In early 2023, the Foundation team went through a strategic 

planning process to set goals for the next three years.  A key piece 

of this work resulted in updating our mission statement to read, 

“The St. Louis Aquarium Foundation is the nonprofit partner to 

the St. Louis Aquarium and engages individuals through access, 

conservation and education programs, building powerful 

communities for water stewardship.” 

This captures the fantastic work our team has done to grow the 

education piece of our mission over the past two years, and our 

desire to see similar growth in our conservation and environmental 

impact in the future.

This report proudly shares more details as we “ray-sed the bar” 

in 2023, but we can’t help but highlight a few of the key areas of 

growth.  Last year we provided scholarships to three times as 

many K-12 students and their teachers at Title I schools with free 

STEM based education classes through our H O Friends program. 

And our team and volunteers collected over 2,000 pounds of trash 

from along the Mississippi River Greenway through our six-part 

clean up series Revamp The Riverfront.  We revised the format for 

our annual gala, and doubled the proceeds in order to meet the 

continued growth in demand for our H O Friends scholarship funds. 

We are so grateful to our donors and partners for the support and 

guidance as we continue to evolve and grow.  As always, please 

let us know if you have any questions or ideas about the 

Foundation’s initiatives.  We look forward to seeing you in 2024!

Best,

Steve O’Loughlin    Tami Brown

President     Executive Director

St. Louis Aquarium Foundation                     St. Louis Aquarium Foundation
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I N  A U G U S T  O F  2 0 2 3 ,  T H E  S T .  L O U I S  

A Q U A R I U M  F O U N D A T I O N  E S T A B L I S H E D  

O U R  F I R S T  Y O U N G  P R O F E S S I O N A L S  

B O A R D  ( Y P B ) .

The YPB is a group of emerging leaders 

22-40 years old who are dedicated 

to the Aquarium Foundation mission 

and passionate about giving 

back to the community.  

The YPB vision is to 

empower the 

St. Louis Aquarium 

Foundation’s 

access, education 

and conservation 

initiatives through 

financial support, volunteering, 

and member recruitment.  YPB members 

collectively fundraise annually while 

increasing awareness of the Aquarium 

Foundation’s mission and serving as 

the Aquarium Foundation’s ambassadors 

in the St. Louis community. 

In November of 2023 The St. Louis 

Aquarium Foundation Young Professionals 

Board hosted a HAPPY HOUR with early 

access to the Train Shed Restaurant 

when it became “Sleigh Shed” and was 

beautifully decorated for the holidays. 

W H I L E  O U R  P R O G R A M S  A L L O W  C H I L D R E N  T H E  

O P P O R T U N I T Y  T O  G E T  C U R I O U S ,  A S K  Q U E S T I O N S ,  A N D  

T H I N K  C R I T I C A L L Y  A B O U T  C O N S E R V A T I O N ,  A N I M A L S  

A N D  E C O S Y S T E M S ,  N O T  E V E R Y O N E  C A N  C O M E  T O  

T H E  A Q U A R I U M .

In fall of 2022 we acquired an outreach van enabling our 

education and animal care teams to bring the Aquarium directly 

into the community through our newly designed H 0 to Go 

outreach programs.  In 2023, we delivered 92 outreach programs! 

The St. Louis Aquarium Foundation H 0 to Go will continue to grow 

and develop this outreach to meet the needs of our community.  

Here are some of the ways that we delivered outreach.

      •  H 0  T O  G O - S C H O O L  P R O V I D E S  E D U C A T O N  

           O U T R E A C H  T H A T  C A N  B E  T A I L O R E D  T O  T H E  

           N E E D S  O F  T H E  S C H O O L  A S  E I T H E R  A  

           O N E - T I M E  V I S I T  O R  M U L T I - W E E K  C L A S S E S .

      •  H 0  T O  G O - L I B R A R I E S  I S  T H E  S T .  L O U I S  

           A Q U A R I U M  F O U N D A T I O N ’ S  O N  T H E  R O A D  

           T R A V E L I N G  E D U C A T I O N  E X H I B I T  T H A T  

           O F F E R S  P R O G R A M M I N G  A T  S T .  L O U I S  A N D  

           S T .  C H A R L E S  A R E A  L I B R A R I E S  T A R G E T E D  

           T O  C H I L D R E N  A G E S  2 - 5  A N D  G R A D E S  K - 5 T H .

      •  H 0  T O  G O - C H I L D R E N ’ S  H O S P I T A L S  I S  T H E  

           S T .  L O U I S  A Q U A R I U M  F O U N D A T I O N ’ S  O N  T H E  

           R O A D  T R A V E L I N G  E D U C A T I O N  E X H I B I T  T H A T  

           O F F E R S   P R O G R A M M I N G  A T  S T .  L O U I S  A R E A  

           C H I L D R E N ’ S  H O S P I T A L S .

The St. Louis Aquarium Foundation’s team of educators will 

travel to these groups and provide curriculum, hands-on 

opportunities and animal encounters based on each 

community’s needs and interests.

T H E  2 7

M E M B E R S  O F  T H E

Y O U N G  P R O F E S S I O N A L S

B O A R D  A R E  C O M M I T T E D

T O  U T I L I Z I N G  T H E I R  S K I L L S

T O  F U R T H E R  T H E  M I S S I O N

A N D  V I S I O N  O F  T H E

S T .  L O U I S  A Q U A R I U M

F O U N D A T I O N  .  
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Waves
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THANK YOU
for celebrating the Making Waves Gala

with us tonight. All of the funds 

we raise this evening will go to 

support access for all and education 

for youth from Title 1 schools and 

other underserved community 

partners through our

HO Friends program.

Thank you for your commitment to 

STEM education for youth, our region’s 

waterways and care of aquatic life.

2
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I N  2 0 2 3 ,

T H E  A Q U A R I U M

W A S  S U P P O R T E D

B Y  1 8 2  V O L U N T E E R S

W H O  C O L L E C T I V E L Y

L O G G E D  1 , 2 2 7

H O U R S  O F

S E R V I C E .

T H E  S T .  L O U I S  A Q U A R I U M  F O U N D A T I O N  W A S  E X C I T E D  T O  

P A R T I C I P A T E  I N  R E V A M P  T H E  R I V E R F R O N T ,  A  R I V E R F R O N T  C L E A N  

U P  S E R I E S  A L O N G  T H E  M I S S I S S I P P I  R I V E R ,  I N  P A R T N E R S H I P  W I T H  

G R E A T  R I V E R S  G R E E N W A Y .

In 2023, we doubled the number of clean up events from 3 to 6 allowing us to 

have a greater, positive impact in our community.  As a part of our commitment 

to water stewardship and supporting our downtown neighbors, we cleaned up 

the Leonor K . Sullivan north settlement on the Mississippi Greenway in March, 

April, June, July, August, and September of this year.  Overall, in our 2023 

REVAMP THE RIVERFRONT SERIES, we collected over 190 bags of trash and prevented 

over 2,000 pounds of plastic pollution from entering the Mighty Mississippi and 

eventually our oceans.  In addition, we partnered with Purina and their employees 

to do a river clean up as part of their Purina Cares Day on May 23, 2023.                         

                                                                                                Thank you to all our volunteers 

                       who joined us this year in

            demonstrating our 

             commitment to protecting 

              our rivers and oceans 

                          from plastic pollution.
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B E N E F I T T I N G
T H E  S T.  L O U I S  A Q U A R I U M

F O U N D AT I O N
H 0  P R O G R A M2

2 0 2 3
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T H A N K S  T O  O U R  

P R E S E N T I N G  S P O N S O R ,

S T I F E L ,  E V E N T  S P O N S O R S ,

R A F F L E  D O N O R S ,  A T T E N D E E S ,

V O L U N T E E R S  A N D  D E V E L O P M E N T

A D V I S O R Y  C O M M I T T E E  F O R  M A K I N G

T H E  E V E N I N G  A  H U G E  S U C C E S S .

B E C A U S E  O F  E V E R Y O N E

T H A T  I M P A C T E D  T H E  E V E N T ,

W E  W E R E  A B L E  T O  R A I S E

A L M O S T  $ 3 5 0 , 0 0 0 !
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A  F I N - T A S T I C  T I M E  W A S  H A D  B Y  A L L  A T  O U R

S P L A S H  B A S H  G A L A !

On November 10, 2023, 400 people attended this fun, carnival 

by the sea inspired event.  Guests enjoyed roaming entertainment, 

food stations, games, raffles and dessert with over 13,000 

aquatic friends in the Aquarium.  The evening was an opportunity 

to celebrate and support the Aquarium Foundation’s access for 

all program H O Friends, or Help to Our Friends, with 100% of the 

                    funds raised that evening going to the program. 

                                    A very special thank you to our Co-Chairs, 

                                          Stephanie and Alex Lee and Rebecca and 

                                              John Sheehan and Honorary Co-Chairs, 

                                               Robert O’Loughlin and Steve O’Loughlin 

                                                for their leadership and support.

 

For our third year in a row, 

we held our CHALK THE 

WALK event on June 10th 

in honor of World Ocean’s 

Day.  Hundreds of Aquarium 

guests participated by drawing 

chalk art on the Union Station 

sidewalks to show why they love the ocean.  
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A Q U A R I U M  F O U N D A T I O N  
F Y 2 0 2 3  F I N A N C I A L S

Education Programs  $102,839.87

St. Louis Aquarium Donation  $131,353.07

Special Events  $362,485.75

Grants/Foundations  $64,536.00

Individual Donors  $120,712.93

Corporate Donors  $68,500.00

Other  $1,686.85

                     

Unrestricted
Restricted

R E V E N U E
$ 8 5 2 , 1 1 4 . 4 7

R E V E N U E
$ 8 5 2 , 1 1 4 . 4 7
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T O  O U R  D O N O R S
$500-$999

Kelly Bagwe
Susan Esker
Katherine and Richard Fitzer
Lori  Hubbard 
Stephanie and Alex Lee
Ms.  Stephanie Meyer
Mr.  David Piston
Mr.  Scott  Roberts
Leslen Sanders
Stephanie Turnipseed
Eryn Wissler

$250-$499

Anonymous
Patricia Boehm
Shania Eastman
Tim and Lauren Gil jum
Jil l  Hauck
Geoffrey and Kelly Hessler
Samanta Katzman
Loyet Landscape Maintenance
Scott  A .  Rothman
Ms. Jane Schaefer
Vanessa Schalkwyk
Adam Scott
Dil lon Soliben
Ryan Weber
Jerome Whitehead
Ruth Zarren

$2,500-$4,999
AAA Parking
Ameren Missouri
American Carnival  Mart
A-Mrazek Moving Systems Inc.
Ms.  Nanci  Daesch
Frederic Roofing Co.,  Inc.
Ronald and Cheryl  Fromm
GFI Digital
Bob and Carolyn Guest
Harrick Group LTD
Jam and Laura Lally
Mrs.  LaVerne Lorenzini
Midwest Elevator Company,  Inc.
Paric
Promaster Cleaning and Restoration
Sam and Mari lyn Fox Foundation
Smokehouse Market/
  Annie Gunn’s Restaurant
United Fire Protection,  LLC
Mrs.  Rita Wagner
Douglas H.  and Lynn H.  Yaeger

$1,000-$2,499

Kimmie and Steve Brauer
Ms.  Cassady Caldwell
Cardinals Care
Barry Cervantes
Mr.  Wil l iam Conley
Foss Swim School
Ted and Gahle Garrett
Karen and Lawrence Goering
Keith and Cindi  Guller
James and Mary Beth Havel
Mike and Martha Hogan
John and Melissa Losos
Brian and Nora McMorrow
Midas Construction
John Nickel
Stephen and Laurel  Palmer
Dr.  Charles and Dr.  Liz  Schmitz
Drs.  Surendra and Shalini  Shenoy
Mr.  and Mrs.  Joseph Sivewright
Pay and Peggy Sly
David Smith 
Anita Siegmund and Nancy Suelf low
Kell ie  and Eric  Vahey
Voorhees International  Inc.
Westport  Pools

$100,000-$249,999

St.  Louis Aquarium at Union Station

$50,000-$99,999
Mr.  and Mrs.  George Bauer
Kent Family Foundation
Nance Frost

$25,000-$49,999
Enterprise Bank & Trust Foundation
Robert  O’Loughlin
Stifel

$10,000-$24,999
CK Power Family of  Companies
Corporate Flooring Group
Metropolitan St.  Louis Sewer District
Nestle Purina PetCare Company
Paz Family Foundation
Peggy Ritter
Sysco Foods

$5,000-$9,999
Doug and Anne Albrecht
American Electric  and Data,  Inc.
Anonymous
Anthem Blue Cross and Blue Shield
Bank of  Washington
Build-A-Bear
Charles E.  Jarrel l  Contracting Co.  Inc.
Clarkson Eyecare
Clifford Wil lard Gaylord Foundation
DE-ZYNstudios
Fixture Contracting Company
Ford Hotel  Supply
Linda and Jesse Hunter
Hursch Blackwell  LLP
Mary Ranken Jordan and 
  Ettie Al  Jordan Charitable Foundation
Kent Plumbing
Lawrence Group Architects of  St.  Louis
Mercy Hospital  Saint  Louis
Mr.  and Mrs.  John O’Connell
PGAV Destinations
Greg and JoAnne Pieczynski
St.  Louis University
TierPoint
Ray and Laurie Van de Riet
Warren Sign
Western Specialty Contractors
Brad and Laura Wilson

In Kind Donors
Advertisers Printing
Anheuser-Busch InBev
Bijoux Chocolates
Bogarts Smokehouse
City Museum
COCA
Contemporary Art  Museum
Defiance Ridge Vineyards
Dewey’s Pizza
Drury Hotels
The Edge
Evntiv
Fabulous Fox Theatre
Gateway Arch Park Foundation
Hot Box Cookies
Linda and Jesse Hunter
K .  Hall  Studio
Landry’s Seafood House
Lodging Hospital ity Management
Missouri  Botanical  Garden
The Muny
Narwhal ’s  Crafted
Paper Dolls
Pin Up Bowl
Pi  Pizza
The Repertory Theatre St.  Louis
Saint Louis University Bi l l ikens
Saint Louis Zoo
Schnucks
Kendra Scott
The Sheldon Concert  Hall
   Southern Glazer ’s  Wine and Spirits
    St.  Louis Aquarium at Union Station
     St .  Louis Blues
      St .  Louis Cardinals
     St .  Louis City SC
    STAGES St.  Louis
   Studio Branca
Nancy Suelf low
Total  Wine and More
Kell ie  Vahey
Gail  and Randy Weller
Yellowstone Cafe
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42.5%

15.4%

12.1%8.0%

14.2%

7.6%

48.0%

52.0%

.2%



     

Sustainer

Mike and Martha Hogan
Mr.  and Mrs.  Brian McMorrow

Guardian

Cassady Caldwell
Surendra and Karen Gupta
Dave and Adrienne Piston
David Smith

Friend

Shannon and Steve Mitchell
Mrs.  Laurel  Palmer
Scott  A .  Rothman
Jane Schaefer
Maggie Skeffington

Lyman Le
Suzanne LeBeau
Joseph Levin
Hope LimogesJorge Llobet
Keira Makalintal
Levi  Mattison
Doug May
Maddie Menne
Michael  Meredith 
Michelle Moore
Emily Mutti
Jordan O'Meara
Katarra Parson 
Ava Patterson 
Franziska Pohl  
Carson Poteet
John Powen 
Anvita Rani
Eli  Rehg
Nicoletta Rouett  
Kevin Sanneman 
Gracie Schmitt
Aubrey Scott
Evie Shirley 
Cynthia Siple 
Christine Smith 
Joshua Staley
Emry Stryker
Nancy Suelf low
Jonathan Trinque
Sarah Turner
Sunny Unnerstall
Kirt i  Veeramachaneni
Al ly Vesper 
Eric  Vesper 
Julia Vesper 
Natalie Vesper 
Ahjanea Walker 
Sandy Weis
Ella Welch
Emma Welch
Terry Whittaker
Hannah Wil l iams
Henry Winslett
Tori  Young 
Tyrik Young 
Jiayi  Yuan
Aidan Zaza

Sabina Alam
Bianca Arana
Blake Barna
Rocquel  Bedford
Robert  Bi lzing
Raphael  Bolanos
Mary Brockhaus
Jasmin Cao
Amy Cattron
Nina Cheranda
Dalton Cole
Tiffani  Cruz
Jacob Dennison
Charlotte Derdeyn
Hadleigh Dobrinic
Sera Kate Dobrinic
Alexandria Eichhorn
Victoria Fi l l inger
Quinn Fitzgerald
Megan Fitzpatrick
Drew Gildhaus
Scott  Gitel
Michelle Goetz
Adelynne Goetz
Ariel  Gonzalez
Sidney Goss
Srinivas Govindan
Pat Griffard
Katie Gundersen
Sahari  Gurram
Cory Harris
Blake Hauschild
Susan Hendricks
Heather Hennerich
Cory Hunt 
Coy Ivy 
Ty'asia Ivy 
Jen Jones 
Scarlett  Jones 
Victoria Knighton 
Gene Koziatek
Ell ie  Kuykendall  
Jocelyn Lackey
Marilyn Lane

President's  Club

Melissa Paz
Peggy Ritter

Visionary

Anonymous
Anita and John O’Connell  Family
Laurie and Ray Van de Riet
Brad and Laura Wilson

Conservator

Ms.  Maxine Clark
Douglas H.  and Lynn H.  Yaeger
Ms.  Nanci  Daesch
Sam and Mari lyn Fox Foundation
Frank ,  Josephine 
  and Patricia Bowolak

Benefactor

Kimmie and Steve Brauer
Bil l  and Lucy Conley 
Ted and Gayle Garrett
Karen and Lawrence Goering
Susan and Robert  Goldstein
James and Mary Beth Havel
Jonathan and Melissa Losos 
Dr.  Charles and Dr.  Liz  Schmitz
Anita Siegmund and Nancy Suelf low
Suzie and Joe Sivewright
Tulina and Ashish Sinha
Patrick and El izabeth Moore
Patrick and Peggy Sly
Barry T.  Cervantes Connecting and Caring
  Foundation of  the St.  Louis Community Foundation
Drs.  Surendra and Shalini  Shenoy

St.  Louis Aquarium Foundation Board

OFFICERS
Steve O’Loughlin, Chair
Robert O’Loughlin, Treasurer
Robert Guest, Jr., Secretary

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

George Bauer
Maxine Clark
L .B. Eckelkamp, Jr.
Linda Hunter
Jim Lally
Jonathan Losos, Ph.D.
Melissa Paz
Peggy Ritter
Thom Sehnert

St.  Louis Aquarium Foundation Staff

Tami Brown, Executive Director
Gail Weller, Development Manager
Mel Hooper, Education Manager
Caitlin Cross, Development & 
  Marketing Coordinator

Development Advisory Committee

Linda Hunter, Chair
Emily Fondahn, M.D.
George Ladd
Laura Lally
Melissa Merlin
Rob Merlin
Peggy Ritter
Sarah Sandvoss
Nancy Suelflow
Sunny Unnerstall
Kellie Vahey

Education Advisory Council

Sue Stepleton, Chair
Steven Coxon
Scott Ellis
Eric Hadley
Kim Hagemann
Carrie Launius
Katie Lodes
Sherita Love
Kari Pratt
Jennifer Proffitt
Kim Quon
Mallika Raman
Matt Scheibel
Missy Schuepfer
Emily Shelton
Kirsten Stroisch
Dr. Netra D. Taylor
Beverly Velloff

Young Professionals Board

Brian O’Loughlin, Co-Chair
Natalie O’Loughlin, Co-Chair
Emma Binder
Hunter Brooks
Nicole Brugnoli
Daisy Caballero
Carter Doll
Sarah Gibbs
Dustin Hoernis
Mike Hogan
Kelly Impellizzeri
Jake Koenig
Verna Livingston
Lauren Malloy
Shelby McNeil
Jacob Morrison
Caroline Murphy
Chad Murphy
Jacob Parmentier
Olivia Rainey
Andrew Schumacher
Elise Smith
Luke Smith
Gail Stein
Amy Stubenfoll
Payton Syberg
Dheeraj Thimmaiah

V O L U N T E E R S F O U N D A T I O N  
L E A D E R S H I P

M E M B E R S
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